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Climate change is a global challenge. 

As Asia’s World City, we have set ourselves an ambitious target in “Hong Kong’s Climate 
Action Plan 2030+” to reduce our carbon intensity by 65 to 70 per cent by 2030, compared 
with the 2005 level.  

As a compact city, we face unique challenges. Buildings account for some 90 per cent of 
electricity consumption and over 60 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions in Hong Kong. 

Raising the environmental performance of buildings is integral to our strategy to give our city 
a low carbon future.

The Hong Kong SAR Government is therefore embarking on a multi-pronged strategy as 
outlined in the “Energy Saving Plan for Hong Kong’s Built Environment 2015~2025+” to 
promote Green building in both the public and private sectors.  

The tools of the trade have come a long way—sustainable architectural design and 
integration, information technology and data analytics, building-integrated photovoltaics and 
renewable energy systems, retro-commissioning and green retrofits, etc. But what remains 
constant is the dedication of our architectural and building professionals to make our built 
environment more liveable and sustainable.    

It is thus fitting for the BCI Asia Awards 2018 to recognise the talents, ingenuity and 
achievements of architects and developers in Hong Kong.

And let me say this to all winners: pick up the baton.  The community counts on you to hew 
new paths and harness innovation and technology for a low-carbon and more sustainable 
built environment.

MR WONG KAM-SING, GBS, JP
Secretary for the Environment
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

FOREWORD
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The oracle script of the Chinese word        (i.e. home or 
family) consists of two parts. Above a pig, which symbolises 
a stable living, is a shelter in the form of a roof. It tells us how 
important a shelter is to a home or family for ancient people. 
This does not change with time and is especially true for a 
tiny and hilly place like Hong Kong, though we don’t raise 
pigs at home nowadays.

While the Hong Kong SAR Government is working at all fronts to fulfil the persistently keen 
demand for housing, the Hong Kong Housing Authority, with its core value of 4Cs in mind—
i.e. Caring, Customer-focused, Creative and Committed—is contributing on the same in the
public housing sector. We strive to provide affordable rental housing to low-income families
with housing needs, and to help low- to middle-income families gain access to subsidised
home ownership.

On land for public housing developments identified by the HKSAR Government, we maximise 
the development potential under challenging site constraints posed by Hong Kong’s super 
high development density. Due to shortage of land, we might need to build near heavily 
trafficked roads. To mitigate the noise impact while fulfilling statutory natural ventilation 
requirement, we developed acoustic windows and acoustic balconies.

To speed up construction and reduce on-site works for environmental and quality assurance 
reasons, we adopt precast technology as much as possible if site conditions allow. To protect 
the environment while striking a balance on construction cost, we employ passive and site-
specific block design and maintenance-free features, such as the Zero Irrigation System for 
planting.

Technology is advancing at an unprecedented speed in human history. Together with 
concerted efforts of professionals and collaboration of all stakeholders, I trust that a dream 
home for everyone will no longer be a dream in the future.

CONNIE K.Y. YEUNG
Deputy Director of Housing (Development & Construction)
Hong Kong Housing Authority

FOREWORD
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Dear readers,

This issue of Construction+ is in conjunction with BCI Asia Awards 2018—a time when we recognise the architects and developers who have 
significantly contributed to Hong Kong’s built environment. 

The 20 winners receiving the Top Ten Architects and Top Ten Developers Awards were chosen based on the greatest aggregate value of 
projects during the last full calendar year, weighted by the extent of their sustainability efforts (based on BCI Asia’s project leads research and 
confirmed Green building ratings awarded through WGBC-accredited certifications).

We also recognise distinctions in interior architecture—designs that stand out aesthetically, functionally and ergonomically—with the BCI Asia 
Interior Design Awards 2018. 

A number of the winners’ projects are featured in this issue, along with many others, ranging from campus buildings and boutique hotels to 
shopping malls and a ‘transparent’ corporate office. 

Read about the Hong Kong Housing Authority’s work towards the integration of building information modelling (BIM) and geographic information 
system (GIS)—as an example of how the industry can harness technology for better work processes in the building sector—in Ada Fung’s 
Commentary (page 10)

Urban Renewal Authority’s Wai Chi Sing also shares the challenges of redevelopment, rehabilitation, preservation and revitalisation in countering 
urban decay in Hong Kong, and the importance of planning cities for the future (page 26).

At this juncture, we would like to thank all our readers, partners and advertisers for your support through the years. To keep in the loop while 
on the go, do download our Construction Plus app from the App Store or Google Play (for free!). 

Joanna Sze
Senior Editor

EDITOR’S LETTER
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LEVELLING THE LEGAL 
PLAYING FIELD
BY MARK WATERS

Legal expenses insurance can help construction businesses protect their cash flows during an 
economic downturn.

Xxxxxxx

BUILDING A 
COLLABORATIVE FUTURE 
BY AR ADA YS FUNG
Integrating ‘disruptive technology’ is the way forward for a total quality future.

COMMENTARY
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The building industry straddles both 
manufacturing and service industries. It is 
a lumpy process, with different professional 
disciplines contributing their part in design, 
procurement, and construction. It is an industry 
whereby designers and manufacturers do not 
normally come under one roof, and clients 
would have to rely on contracts as vehicles to 
bring their concepts from design to fruition, 
with quality, time and cost in mind. There is 
also room for improvement on each party in 
the industry to reduce waste, avoid re-work 
and ensure sustainability.

My ‘dream industry’ is one that can deliver 
total quality all the time. Total quality means 
fitness for purpose in all dimensions. 
When we strive to improve total quality, 
we need to examine the purpose and the 
entire value chain—the process, product, 
people—holistically, with an aim to achieve 
sustainability and create a better world. 

I have dreams for collaborative design, a 
better living environment and streamlined 
workflow. The final outcome would be a more 
efficient process, more economic and quality 
product, more satisfied stakeholders and a 
healthier living environment.

THE IT REVOLUTION
In this digital era, we are entering another 
wave of industrial revolution, where smart 
use of information technology (IT) or 
‘disruptive technology’ will bring significant 
changes in all aspects of the construction 
industry’s ecosystem. These IT systems may 
include building information modelling (BIM), 
geographic information system (GIS), Internet 
of things (IoT), virtual reality, augmented reality, 
big data etc.  

BIM, for example, calls for better integration 
and collaboration of the entire project team to 
work smart and stimulate continuous innovation 
and continuous learning. As a progressively 
evolving technology, it is disruptive as it 
shifts the resource curve upfront to achieve 
synergistic results and, in return, helps generate 
better solutions for a better built environment. 

We need concerted efforts to drive BIM in the 
industry. 

At the industry level, the Construction Industry 
Council (CIC) has taken up the role as a 
coordinator in BIM development and digital 
construction, since setting up a working 
group on BIM in 2011 and publishing a 
BIM implementation roadmap in 2013. 
In 2017, CIC established the Committee 
on BIM to formulate strategies for market 
transformation, and to promote and facilitate 
the use and application of BIM, digital 
construction and its related technologies in 
the construction industry. 

CIC serves as a Centre of Excellence for BIM 
in the form of a central hub and an open-
sharing platform, with a specific focus on the 
following:
•  To develop standards, specifications and 

common practices for BIM;
•  To develop and promote good practices in 

both BIM management and operation; and
•  To build capacity, develop and operate the 

BIM development ladder.

However, this is not disruptive enough. I am 
a firm believer that IT systems must further 
integrate to enable us to work smarter and 
excel. The Hong Kong Housing Authority 
(HKHA)’s work towards integration of BIM and 
GIS is one example of how work processes 
can be improved with better collaboration 
and integration of IT.

CASE FOR INTEGRATION
HKHA delivers functional and cost effective 
site-specific public housing, from urban 
planning and urban design at the macro level 
to interior living space and details at the 
micro level. 

Since the new millennium, HKHA has been 
adopting site-specific design in lieu of 
standard block design for new public housing 
estates to maximise development potential 
for each site, in view of the scarcity of land. 
With all types of professionals under one roof, 
HKHA provides through-train services, from 

11
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The CIC has been the key driver of BIM in Hong Kong's architecture, engineering and construction industry

planning, design, tendering and construction 
to maintenance, estate management and 
redevelopment. 

Smart use of IT has enabled more effective 
use of resources and ensured better 
communication and collaboration on all 
fronts. HKHA has been using computational 
fluid Dynamics (CFD) to conduct micro-
climate studies since 2004, so that designers 
can find the optimum solutions for estate 
layout and building disposition for all new 
projects in the planning and design stage. 

By 2007, HKHA had built up a suite of 
standard modular flats to optimise indoor 
living spaces for better air flow and 
sustainability. Designers can use these to 
create a building in 3D format with BIM, 
for better coordination between architects 

and engineers and better buildability by 
contractors downstream. At the same time, 
planners and land surveyors have been 
applying GIS to facilitate geo-spatial studies, 
such as vantage point analysis etc. Both 
sides would then have to work together 
with BIM–GIS integration to reap the best 
benefits. 

Since 2009/2010, I have been pushing 
for this integration for more effective 
operation and better productivity during the 
planning and design stages. In 2011, we 
embarked on R&D on integrating BIM and 
GIS through industry foundation class (IFC). 
We focused on integrating the use of three 
major software—namely Civil 3D, ArcGIS 
and Revit—as well as to develop a script 
to convert BIM models for import into GIS. 
This, then, became a useful tool for our early 

stages of planning work, for visual impact 
assessments and site appraisals. 

In 2013, we became one of the first 
organisations in the world to have successfully 
integrated BIM and GIS. From 2014 to 2017, 
we have applied it to 81 projects. This has 
made our work so much easier and productive. 

For example, if we had to conduct a vantage 
point analysis previously, we would have to 
physically travel to the specific location to 
take photographs and do a photo montage 
to overlay our proposed buildings. The slow 
and cumbersome process is also prone to 
error due to the inherent nature of photo 
montages. However, with an integrated BIM 
and GIS platform, we can easily combine 
accurate 3D GIS spatial data of Hong Kong’s 
natural terrain and man-made environment 

When we strive to improve total quality, we need to examine 
the purpose and the entire value chain—the process, product, 
people—holistically, with an aim to achieve sustainability and 
create a better world. 

12
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(i.e. buildings, infrastructure) with BIM models 
of proposed buildings—we can carry out as 
many visual impact studies as needed, with 
the ease of a few mouse clicks in our office.

As we proceed to the detailed design, tender 
and construction stages, we focus on the BIM 
model. The workflow for converting a BIM 
model for export into the 3D GIS platform is 
as follows: 
1.  Start by adding Geo-reference to the BIM 

model components;
2.  Export the spatial data and attributes with 

IFC and Excel;
3.  Align the data in the feature manipulation 

engine (FME) using a tailor-made script 
prepared by our staff; and

4.  Import back into the ArcGIS platform using 
the file geodatabase format.

Our tailor-made script is a key component in 
the whole BIM–GIS integration. In the future, 

Smart use of IT has enabled more effective 
use of resources and ensured better 
communication and collaboration on all 
fronts. 

ADA YS FUNG, BBS, JP, FHKIA
CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON BIM, 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY COUNCIL;
FORMER DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF HOUSING (DEVELOPMENT & 
CONSTRUCTION)

Fung is an architect by profession and is active 
in the architectural field and construction 
industry in Hong Kong. 

During her career as Deputy Director of 
Housing until end 2017, Fung oversaw all 
facets of public housing development work 
in Hong Kong, from project management, 
planning, design and contract management 
to establishing operational policies. She 
also promoted sustainable development, 
community engagement, Green building and 
BIM and product certification in the industry, 
among others. 

She is the past president of the Hong Kong 
Institute of Architects (2013–2014), past 
chairperson of the APEC Architect Monitoring 
Committee of Hong Kong (2012/13– 
2015/16), and past chairperson of the 
Architects Registration Board (2010/11–
2011/12). 

She is chairperson of the Committee on BIM 
and past chairperson of the Committee on 
Construction Safety (2016 and 2017) of the 
CIC. She is the president of the Lighthouse Club 
(HK) and one of the directors of the Hong Kong 
Green Building Council.

IT systems must further integrate to build a smarter Hong Kong and a better world

we can produce a BIM model with a lower level 
of details, which can be added back to the 3D 
GIS platform upon completion. This completes 
the full cycle of BIM and GIS applications, from 
feasibility study to completion.

My dream for IT integration does not stop 
here. Our journey must go on, and I have 
at least two more hopes for the future—
integration and collaboration. Riding on 
HKHA’s success in integrating BIM and GIS, I 
hope that we can integrate more technologies 
in future, such as the IoT, etc. Next, we need 
collaboration among all stakeholders of the 
BIM and GIS community for a common digital 
platform that can be shared and used by all. 

It takes insight, courage, creativity, 
collaboration, intensive human capital and 
critical thinking to bring a concept to fruition. 
Let us dream and work together for a smarter 
Hong Kong and create a better world. 

13
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NEWS & EVENTS

The Hong Kong exhibition “Vertical Fabric: density in landscape” runs from May 
to November 2018 at the Venice Biennale International Architecture Exhibition 
in Italy. 

It illustrates the urban conditions of Hong Kong with 111 white towers models 
designed by 94 architects from Hong Kong and abroad, making a statement 
on tower typology in the vertical city.

The curatorial team is led by Prof Wang Weijen of the University of Hong Kong; 
with co-curators Thomas Chung of the Chinese University of Hong Kong and 
Thomas Tsang of the University of Hong Kong; and managing curator Grace 

16TH VENICE BIENNALE 
INTERNATIONAL 
ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION  
Date: 26 May–25 November 2018
Companies: The Hong Kong Institute of 
Architects Biennale Foundation; the Hong 
Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC)

Curatorial team comprising (from left) Grace Cheng, Thomas Tsang, Prof Wang and 
Thomas Chung

Participating exhibitors had to redefine the typological, spatial and façade potential 
of the tower model while maintaining the constraint of its envelope 

Officiating guests unveiled the white tower model at the press conference for the 
exhibition

Cheung, vice-chairperson of Arts with the Disabled Association Hong Kong.

The curatorial team provided participating exhibitors a white tower model-
base with 360-millimetre-square plan extrusion and 2-metre-high structure 
as the typical Hong Kong tower model to re-define its typological, spatial 
and façade potential, while maintaining the constraint of its envelope as a 
collective urban form. The 111 towers will be placed along the courtyard 
extending into the exhibition rooms in Venice to illustrate the aesthetic of 
density and distinctiveness of Hong Kong’s urban form. 

Chief curator Prof Wang explains, “Hong Kong is unique for the compactness 
of our vertical architecture and urban form in high density. The Hong Kong 
Exhibition would become a platform for dialogue with the world, shaping a 
discourse of Hong Kong’s urbanism and vertical architecture. Curatorial team 
wishes to express our incubating needs for vertical freespace while the city is 
facing global challenges in technology, environment, and society.”

The exhibition is in partnership with The Hong Kong Institute of Architects 
(HKIA), with Create Hong Kong (CreateHK) of the Government of the Hong 
Kong SAR as the lead sponsor. A response exhibition will be held in April 
2019 at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre in the Kowloon Park. 
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CITYPLAZA ANNOUNCES 
NEW TENANTS   
Date: 18 April 2018
Company: Swire Properties Ltd
Cityplaza, Hong Kong Island’s largest shopping mall, announced more 
than 10 new eateries and shops that will progressively open in the mall in 
2018. These new retailers will join the 20 shops added in 2017 as part of 
Cityplaza’s tenant enhancement programme. 

The mall also recently saw the grand opening of its new anchor tenant, 
MOViE MOViE Cityplaza, described as Hong Kong’s first lifestyle cinema, and 
will soon see the launch of a new incubation programme aimed at helping 
local start-up enterprises.

The new cinema features seven theatres equipped with the latest projection 
technology and sound systems, and a multi-functional art space for cultural 
events, including film festivals, movie premieres and exhibitions.

The incubation programme, Maker House, runs for six months starting from 
May, in collaboration with The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, to 

The Maker House incubation programme offers three social innovation start-ups an 
opportunity to run their very own pop-up stores in Cityplaza

give three aspiring social innovation startups engaged in sustainability-
related businesses valuable experience in running a business in Cityplaza. 
 
“We are excited about launching Maker House, an initiative under Swire 
Properties’ Sustainable Development 2030 strategy, which will help us create 
further synergy with the community by helping young entrepreneurs—our 
partners of the future—get their fledgling businesses off the ground,” said 
Aileen Chan, general manager of Cityplaza. 

http://www.constructionplusasia.com/
mailto:construction@bciasia.com
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NEWS & EVENTS

The revitalisation of the Blue House Cluster was awarded the Award of 
Excellence in UNESCO’s 2017 Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation. 

LWK—as lead consultant and project architect, conservation consultant and 
landscape consultant of the project—was represented by managing director 
Ronald Liang, director CM Lee and the rest of the project team at the award 
ceremony on 6 April. 

Officiating guests included Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam; Secretary 
for Development Michael Wong; Jury Chair for the UNESCO Heritage Awards 
and chief of the Culture Unit, UNESCO Bangkok, Dr Duong Bich Hanh; and 
Chairman of Executive Committee of the Project Proponent, St. James' 
Settlement, Dr David Li. 

BLUE HOUSE CLUSTER 
RECEIVES UNESCO ASIA-
PACIFIC HERITAGE AWARD  
Date: 6 April 2018
Company: LWK & Partners (HK) Ltd (LWK)

In her speech, Chief Executive Lam said that the award “marks a proud 
milestone in Hong Kong's journey in heritage conservation and revitalisation”. 
The Blue House Cluster was the first project from Hong Kong to receive the 
highest honour in the Heritage Awards.

Funded by the Hong Kong government’s Revitalising Historic Buildings through 
Partnership Scheme, the Blue House Cluster was the first project to adopt the 
“retention of both the residents and the buildings” approach in its revitalisation. 
The works not only preserved distinctive architecture and inspired civic effort 
to protect marginalised local heritage but also saw the instalment of modern 
building systems for better quality of life.

The Blue House Cluster was the first Hong Kong project to receive the highest honour in the Heritage Awards

LWK’s directors and project team honoured at the award ceremony
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BCI EQUINOX HONG KONG 
Date: 23 March 2018
Company: BCI Asia Construction  
Information Ltd

The inaugural BCI Equinox Hong Kong, organised in collaboration with 
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Hong Kong Chapter, is a boutique 
cocktail and trade exhibition evening allowing product suppliers and 
manufacturers to showcase their products and services to architectural and 
design professionals. 

More than 300 guests attended the event at sky100, networking  
and relationship building in a relaxed environment. For knowledge sharing, 
experts and professionals from various sectors were invited to present their 
ideas and inspirations at the BCI Knowledge Hub and RIBA Creative Hub.

The BCI Knowledge Hub featured nine speakers who shared their insights 
on Disruptive Technology & Design in Construction Industry. Speakers 
included Edwin Chan of New World Development Company Ltd; Tony 
Ip of Tony Ip Green Architects Ltd; Jacky Chan of Arup; Dr Priyantha 
Edussuriya of Leigh & Orange Ltd; Thomas Ho of Gammon Construction 
Ltd; Ada Fung of Construction Industry Council’s Committee on Building 
Information Modelling; Wai Tang of QUAD Studio; Joel Chan of P&T 
Group; and Winston Shu of Integrated Design Associates Ltd.

The RIBA Creative Hub focused on The Challenges of Revitalising Buildings, 

Edwin Chan presenting at BCI Knowledge HubA dose of virtual reality

A collaboration between BCI Asia and RIBA HK Chapter

with a focus on fire safety, showcase presentations by five architects and 
interior designers, as well as talks on community projects. 

BCI Equinox Hong Kong 2018 was proudly sponsored by 3M, ABS Building 
Products Ltd, Australia Vister Group (China) Co Ltd, CF Link Ltd, Eurasia 
Architectural Products Ltd, Federation of Hong Kong Industries, Genesis 
Development Ltd, Glory Top Building Materials Ltd, Goodrich Global Ltd, 
Greentins Technology Ltd, Ingrid Millet, Jebsen Building Products Ltd, Kwong 
Man Kee Engineering Ltd, Play Concept Ltd, Silechannel Co Ltd, Smart 
Technologies & Investment Ltd, Takachiho Shirasu Corporation and The Getz 
Corporation (HK) Ltd.
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This experiential workshop was held as a major pre-conference event for the 
HKIUD International Conference 2018 on the subject of "Actions for Active 
Ageing – Urban Design for All", which will be held on 22 June, 2018.

Invited participants included Linn Hon Ho Bernadette, Permanent Secretary 
for Development (Planning & Lands); Tony Tse, member of the Legislative 
Council for Architectural, Surveying, Planning and Landscape; Sylvia Lam 
(Director of Architectural Services Department); Raymond Lee, director of 
Planning Department; Alice Wan, board member of Southern District Healthy 
& Safe Association Ltd; and Susanne Wong, District Officer of Central and 
Western.

In the morning session, participants were geared up in an elderly simulation 
suit, with specially designed impediments such as weights, braces, elastic 
band restraints and a pair of blurry eyeglasses, which allowed participants 
to grasp the physical experiences of an elderly person. With the assistance 
of volunteers, participants engaged in a number of typical outdoor daily life 
elderly activities in Western District to better understand the different real-life 
hardships faced by the elderly.

A professional forum was held in the afternoon, with well-respected experts 
in their own fields expounding on how urban design in Hong Kong can be 
more inclusive to enable the elderly to stay active, independent and healthy. 
Attending organisations included government departments, academic 
institutions, Hong Kong Housing Society, Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui 
Welfare Council Ltd, and MTR Corp Ltd. 

AGEING IN THE HONG KONG 
URBAN ENVIRONMENT 
– AN EXPERIENTIAL 
WORKSHOP
Date: 17 March 2018
Companies: Hong Kong Institute of Urban 
Design (HKIUD); P&T Group; Hong Kong 
Sheng Kung Hui Welfare Council (SKHWC)

NEWS & EVENTS

Experiencing what it feels like to have ageing-induced limited mobility Better understanding the real-life hardships faced by the elderly

Forum participants discussed inclusive urban design 

Director of Architectural Services Department Sylvia Lam was one of the presenters 



21

7TH UABB  
Date: 17 March 2018
Company: Shenzhen Public Art Center

The 7th Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture (UABB) (Shenzhen), 
Grow in Difference, concluded at its main exhibition venue Nantou Old 
Town on 17 March 2018. 

2017 UABB (Shenzhen) is jointly curated by critic Hou Hanru, URBANUS 
architects Liu Xiaodu and Meng Yan, and co-curated by artist Yang Yong 
and urban researcher Zhu Ye. 

With three exhibition sections integrating urbanism\architecture and 
the contemporary art—Global South, Urban Villages, and Art Making 
City—the event presented 225 exhibits by architects, planners, urban 
researchers, artists and designers from 25 countries and regions 
through interdisciplinary collaboration. It also interacted with local 
residents and intervenes in urban regeneration through a process of 
urban curation, envisioning a global and future-oriented example of 
coexistence.

Since its opening on 15 December 2017, more than 500,000 visitors 
flocked to the various venues from Shenzhen and the PRD region, other 
cities of China and even other parts of the world. The main venue Nantou 
Old Town accommodated more than 180 events such as lectures, forums 
and workshops, and over 200 guided tours. 

The main exhibition venue, Nantou Old Town, at night

Urban curation for urban regeneration

Images by Zhang Chao

MVRDV's (W)ego installation
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NEWS & EVENTS

BASELINE CELEBRATES FIVE 
YEARS IN HONG KONG
Date: 8 March 2018
Company: Baseline Lighting Solutions
Baseline Lighting Solutions welcomed design partners at its event in 
its showroom to celebrate five years in Hong Kong. Focusing on luxury 
hospitality and retail lighting solutions, the company offers integrating 
lighting to create unique spaces and atmospheres.

This event was also an opportunity for the company to introduce 
its partnership with NEMO Lighting from Milan, Italy. The brand is 
now developing the Masters Collection, a lamp series created by 
international designers, such as Le Corbusier and Kazuhide Takahama. 
The Italian-made lighting will complement Baseline’s existing offering 
of tailor-made decorative lighting.

The HKIA Cross-Strait Architectural Design Symposium & Awards 
(CADSA) 2017 exhibition at Hysan Place office lobby showcased 37 
winning architectural design projects in the professional and student 
categories.

CADSA aims to build up a platform for fostering communications 
among eminent architects in the region and to recognise architectural 
works across the strait in the past decade. Its 2017 edition received 
approximately 200 nominations across eight professional categories, 
out of which, 79 outstanding projects were selected by an international 
jury panel. Another 20 winning design concepts were screened from 74 
nominations in the student category.

The public exhibition is the finale of the exhibition series, displayed 
portraits and design concepts of the awarded projects on panels, along 
with 3D architectural models of the Gold award winners. There was also 
an interactive multimedia zone for the public to review the award-winning 
architectural design projects and a recap video featuring highlights of 
CADSA’s Symposium and Award Dinner.

THE HKIA CADSA 2017 
ROVING EXHIBITION FINALE   
Date: 23–29 March 2018
Company: The Hong Kong Institute of 
Architects (The HKIA)

The exhibition showcased a total of 37 winning architectural design projects

The finale of the HKIA CADSA series

Invited guests and design partners celebrate with Baseline

Baseline also introduced its partnership with Italy's NEMO Lighting 
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SEMANTIC LIGHTING SYSTEMS
The evolution of lighting technology is giving birth to amazing new 
possibilities. Where lighting once played a purely functional role in our 
lives, it can now be used to communicate, create and inspire. 

The next stage in this evolution is semantic lighting: an illumination 
system that is connecting the physical and digital worlds.

What are semantic lighting systems? Simply put, they are 
lighting systems that are aware of what they are il luminating. 
Using sensors, they analyse the space around them and gather 
information about nearby objects. This information is then used 
to adapt the lighting, projecting imagery that can help people 
complete tasks more easily.

For example, semantic lighting can be applied at the dinner table, 
using sensor-driven illumination to enhance the dining experience. 

If the food is too hot to eat, the system projects a cautionary red 
‘hot’ logo onto the dishes. When the food has cooled sufficiently, the 
system registers the change and projects a green ‘thumbs up’ image 
on to the dishes, indicating that it is safe to begin eating.

Semantic lighting is part of the range of lighting solutions offered 
by Lealite, which bring art, science and technology together. 
Understanding the interplay of structural form and lighting, the 
team at Lealite works with architects and artists to provide original 
conceptual designs, sharing technical knowledge to ensure these 
concepts become viable solutions.
                                                           
Ledalite (AUST) Lighting Pty Ltd
Tel: (852) 2485 1288
Fax: (852) 2342 1528
Email: admin@ledalite.com.au

XXXXXxxx

Sensor-driven illumination enhances the dining experience

Lighting can be used to communicate, create and inspireBringing together art, science and technology

PRODUCTS & TECHNOLOGIES
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FIBARO
Revolutionary switch takes personalisation to the next level with unlimited design flexibility to meet consumer 
needs.

Have you ever imagined that everyday devices could connect to the 
Internet? Not only smartphones and tablets, but also lights, curtains, 
air-conditioners, door locks and water valves? Internet of things (IOT) 
is the concept of integrating all these devices into one ‘smart home’ 
system in which they can communicate and share information with one 
another, rather than solely controlling the individual smart devices one 
by one.

Founded in Poland, FIBARO is the world’s leading manufacturer of 
wireless home automation systems, with more than 30 patents and 
150 industrial designs registered. It is also one of the bestselling 
smart home automation systems in Europe, aiming to enrich people’s 
lives all over the world by creating a comfortable, friendly and safe 
home space. 

The advanced whole home management system, Home Center 2, 
is the main controller that uses a web-based, feature-rich graphic 
interface for simple programming. Control of the home is achieved 
through a wide range of native apps, voice control by Amazon 
Alexa, Siri or Google Assistant, or smart automation. The controller 
manages all FIBARO Z-wave devices (i.e. different sorts of sensors, 
actors and remotes) as well as most third-party Z-wave devices 
with a wide library of built-in drivers for multimedia, which include 
smart TVs, IP cameras, thermostats, security alarm systems and 
media players. Home Center 2 also has its own alarm panel that 

allows the user to arm/disarm sensors individually and remotely. 
For larger or multiple homes in different locations, Home Center 
2 allows one to network several Home Centers (HC2 or HCL) into 
one system.

FUNCTIONALITY OF SENSORS 
The sensors detect temperature, motion, lux level, vibration, water 
leakage, door/window opening, and smoke/CO level.

FUNCTIONALITY OF ACTORS
The functions of the actors include power metering, power switch, 
brightness regulation of lights, shade/blind/curtain/window control, as
well as LED, RGB and RGBW light control. 

WHY FIBARO
Remote access from anywhere
Check the status of devices and control the home from anywhere in 
the world.

Data safety first
The access to the home and data is protected at the highest level 
through the WAF and Anti-DDoS systems, encrypted communication 
using the TLS protocol and passwords using b-crypt.

Peace of mind
FIBARO ensures personal security in case of a fire, flooding or burglary. 
It also assists children, the elderly and people with limited mobility in 
their everyday lives.

Energy efficient
FIBARO allows the user to monitor the amount of electricity used by 
home devices. In this way, the appliances that keep on bumping up the 
bills can be easily identified for optimal savings.

Simple to install
Plug and play devices are ready for use immediately after unpacking 
and a simple configuration.

Voice control
FIBARO is compatible with most voice-control technologies. 

Mega Power Technology 
Tel: (852) 2615 9970
Fax: (852) 2615 9817
Email: info@mpt.hk
Websites: www.mpt.hk; www.mptsmarthome.hk

PRODUCTS & TECHNOLOGIES
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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Urban Renewal Authority (URA) Managing Director Ir Wai Chi Sing is an expert 
in civil and structural engineering. He holds a master’s degree in transportation 

engineering from Purdue University in the United States, with professional 
qualifications in civil, structural and geotechnical engineering.

WAI CHI SING

IN THE SPOTLIGHTIN THE SPOTLIGHT
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The Tai Kok Tsui buildings were rehabilitated under URA’s building rehabilitation schemes to form a colour cluster 

Wai joined the Hong Kong Government in August 1980 and has served in the 
Transport Department, the Highways Department, and the former Environment, 
Transport and Works Bureau. He was the Director of Highways from November 
2006 to June 2010 and Permanent Secretary for Development (Works) from 
June 2010 to April 2015 before retiring. 

On 15 June 2016, Wai was appointed to his current position at the URA and, 
by virtue of holding that office, he is also the deputy chairman of the URA 
Board. He also serves as a director of the Board of the Urban Renewal Fund 
since July 2016.

What led you to pursue this career path?
When I was young, the most popular subjects at that time in Hong Kong 
were medicine and civil engineering. I decided to choose one of the popular 
subjects. I studied physics and mathematics, so I chose civil engineering. Of 
course, civil engineering is not a very popular subject nowadays, but that was 
not the case 40 years ago when I was making my decision.

Why did you decide to move into urban redevelopment upon 
retirement?
I have spent 40 years in the government, during which I have worked in 
many different departments; I am one of the very few engineers who have 
spent a long period working in policy bureaux, so I have the privilege of 
touching on quite a number of infrastructure-related and planning-related 
issues. 

Although I am over 60 years old, I still believe that I can contribute to society. 
After my retirement, I was offered several job opportunities. But then, the 
former managing director of URA resigned. Considering my experience and 
the problem of urban decay in Hong Kong, I believed that I could contribute 
something, so I took up this post in URA. It wasn’t planned.

How have your prior roles and experiences helped you in your work 
at the URA?
The experiences that really assisted me were those from my position with the 
Development Bureau. I was responsible for the East Kowloon Development, 
which was designated by the government to be the second Central Business 
District. To bring this initiative forward, I had to deal with a lot of planning 
issues. 

I think that urban renewal efforts in Hong Kong up to this moment focus more 
on project initiatives instead of the overall planning, so my previous experience 
will assist me in dealing with urban decay in a better way. 

My other experiences, which are all related to infrastructure, are also helpful as, 
other than buildings, we also need to deal with the hardware of the old district, 
such as the infrastructure or road network, etc. 

In leading URA, a prominent organisation in the construction 
industry, could you share with us your thoughts on leadership?
In my 30 years with the government, I had been the head of a department 
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where I had to look after more than 2,000 colleagues. When I was working 
at the Development Bureau, I had to manage more than 15,000 colleagues 
working in different departments. These experiences have helped shape my 
leadership capabilities. 

Leadership consists of a number of elements. Firstly, you need to have a 
vision. Then you need to set the direction because you can have different 
paths to achieve the same vision. After setting the direction, you need 
to take all the colleagues with you and motivate them to work together 
as a team. At the end of the day, we have to assess whether we have 

If you want to prevent urban decay, you can’t only focus on 
the old buildings—the downstream of the entire urban decay 
process. We will also need to look at the new buildings—how 
do we ensure that new buildings are properly maintained so 
that the life of the buildings can be extended? 

achieved what we wanted or not. The most important thing is that we have 
achieved something new. If you are not able to achieve something new, 
the leadership has failed. 

Different positions may have different considerations. For this particular 
job at URA, setting a vision and direction may not be the foremost task 
because the vision of the organisation has already been established in 
the URA Ordinance and Urban Renewal Strategy, so my role is less about 
setting the vision but more about establishing the strategy to execute that 
vision. 

The Shanghai Street/Argyle Street project, comprising a cluster of 10 pre-war verandah-type shophouses in Mong Kok
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What are some of the highlights since your appointment as managing 
director of the URA? What do you want to achieve during your term? 
The work of URA focuses on four ‘R’s—redevelopment, rehabilitation, 
preservation and revitalisation. ‘Renewal’ means the need to take forward all 
these four ‘R’s in an integrated and holistic manner. Over the past 16 years, the 
URA has been focusing more on one ‘R’ than the others, which is redevelopment. 
So I wanted to make sure the whole organisation aligned its work with all the 
requirements of the URA Ordinance and Urban Renewal Strategy, and to establish 
our own execution strategy to ensure these are achieved.

After taking up the position, I had a brainstorming session with the board 
members and my colleagues to explain what the URA Ordinance requires us 
to do. For example, as required by the URA Ordinance, one of the major tasks 
of the URA is to tackle the problem of urban decay. If you want to prevent 
urban decay, you can’t only focus on the old buildings—the downstream 
of the entire urban decay process. We will also need to look at the new 
buildings—how do we ensure that new buildings are properly maintained 
so that the life of the buildings can be extended? If we can achieve that, the 
pressure on redevelopment will be greatly reduced. 

Thus, one of the tasks I have given to my team is to look at preventive 
maintenance. We also want to know why building owners are not willing to 
spend money on maintenance. We need to look at all these issues so that we 
can draw up a strategy that covers the whole life cycle of buildings. 

Most people consider URA as a developer and an organisation that focuses 
on redeveloping residential projects. When you talk about preventing urban 
decay, you cannot ignore the entire urban fabric and the urban hardware, 
including the commercial, residential and industrial buildings or even the 
streets. Obviously, we need to have different strategies for different types 
of areas. For industrial or commercial buildings, we may not need to take 
part in the redevelopment process, but how do we encourage property 
owners to look after their properties?

An urban renewal area will be serving Hong Kong for the coming 60 to 70 
years, so renewing an old area is no different from developing a new area. 
When we are developing a new area, we need to take a more long-term 

perspective. That’s why I have been promoting smart city and environmental 
initiatives, where we focus more on renewal instead of redevelopment. 

The URA is now conducting a district study for Yau Ma Tei and Mong 
Kok. What are your plans for this project?
When we look at urban renewal, there are a number of challenges. First, we have 
a seven-year rule where we need to compensate the affected owner-occupiers 
of redevelopment projects the equivalent to the market value of a notional 
replacement flat of seven years old. This policy, which has been in effect before 
URA was established in 2001, results in a very heavy financial burden. 

We were fortunate over the past 16 years because the property market was 
on an upward trend, but we do not know how long the property market will 
continue to rise. When property prices start to come down, we will probably 
face a heavy deficit as we will be in a ‘buy-high, sell-low’ situation. 

Secondly, increasing construction cost is another challenge, which is out of our 
control. And with property owners not prepared to maintain their buildings, the 
pressure on redevelopment gets heavier. There are many other challenges. If 
we want to deal with them in a basket, then I would like to study a very specific 
old area—such as Yau Ma Tei and Mong Kok (Yau Mong) —to see whether I 
can derive some solutions for these challenges. 

Yau Ma Tei and Mong Kok is one of the oldest districts in Hong Kong, with an 
average building age of almost 40 years old. It is also a highly dense district. I 
am looking for the application of planning tools to tackle the challenges. In some 
areas, if we can increase the population, rezone the area or remove some of the 
restrictions such as the height restriction, then I may be able to have additional 
resources to deal with the financial burden. During this process, I will introduce 
smart city and placemaking initiatives so that Yau Mong will become part of the 
overall Hong Kong new city. That’s what I want to achieve in this study. 

You mentioned placemaking initiatives. How will this help promote 
better urban design?
If you look at the URA Ordinance and Urban Renewal Strategy, words such as 
integration and holistic district approach are used extensively. My interpretation 
of integration is that once an area is renewed, there should not be a distinct 
differentiation between the old and the new buildings in the area as they are 
integrated as one. 

I want to achieve it by applying the concept of placemaking—making use 
of the public open spaces to make the neighbourhood more attractive or to 
attract more activities into that area. That’s how I want to blend the old and new 
together. For the community, they will benefit from a renewed neighbourhood, 
not just individual renewed buildings.  

How will technology, such as smart city and building information 
modelling (BIM), assist in urban renewal in Hong Kong?
Many people are talking about big data as many management activities are 
data-driven, so the first sort of technology is information technology. What 
we want to do is to set up a map-based urban renewal information system 
where we can include all information about old buildings into the system. 
Then we need to analyse the data to see how to make use of it to assist our 
management work. After that, we need to analyse how we can apply artificial 

BIM technology used in the planning, design and construction stages of  
the Shanghai Street/Argyle Street project
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intelligence into managing the data and automate some of the planning and 
management activities. 

As for the smart city concept, it is divided into six areas, which are smart 
environment, smart government, smart people, smart mobility, smart living and 
smart economy. It is necessary to apply technology to bring the smart concept 
into these areas. 

I would like to share one example to show how we can use technology to 
improve our environment. If we plan to increase the plot ratio, we are actually 
increasing the density of an area. We will then need to deal with environmental 
issues such as traffic, air quality and ventilation. Often, there may be a major 
opening on the side of a building that’s supposed to allow a ventilation path, 
but if there’s no wind, what’s the purpose of that opening? It’s only a passive 
opening that has to rely on the natural wind to improve ventilation. With 
technology, we now have bladeless fans. I am thinking could it be possible 
to turn the passive opening into active opening by incorporating similar 

technology? That’s how I look forward to applying technology into planning 
and urban renewal. 

For the application of BIM, we are now using BIM in design to deal with the 
construction process. But up to this moment, there is not a single development 
that is using BIM in facility management. So I am looking at whether the URA 
could select one or two of our projects that use the BIM model from design 
stage all the way through to construction, and then into property management, 
and later on to maintenance. 

In terms of road network capacity, if we are able to demolish the old buildings 
for a relatively large area, then I can effectively open up all the underground 
space and take the vehicles, loading activities or even the waste facilities 
underground. Then I can deal with the transport problem in a slightly different 
way and convert the ground space into a pedestrian area. These are some 
of the areas that I am looking at applying technology into the urban renewal 
process with an aim to improve the living environment in old districts. 

URA awarded the Autodesk Hong Kong BIM Awards 2017 in recognition of its application of BIM technology in its Shanghai Street/Argyle Street project

When we are developing a new area, we need to take a more 
long-term perspective. That’s why I have been promoting  
smart city and environmental initiatives, where we focus  
more on renewal instead of redevelopment.
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1. AD+RG Architecture Design and Research Group Limited
2. Aedas
3. Andrew Lee King Fun & Associates Architects Limited
4. CYS Associates (HK) Limited
5. DLN Architects Limited

6. LWK & Partners (HK) Limited
7. P&T Architects and Engineers Limited
8. Ronald Lu & Partners
9. Wong & Ouyang (HK) Limited
10. Wong Tung & Partners Limited

1 JUNE 2018  I  FRIDAY 6PM – 10PM  I  INTERCONTINENTAL HONG KONG

Extension of Tuen Mun Hospital 
Operating Theatre Block

The Peak Galleria

Landmark Riverside, 
Chongqing, China

SKYPARK Lee Garden Three

Design and Construction of 
West Kowloon Government 
Offices in Yau Ma Tei

Proposed residential development 
at Castle Peak Road, Tai Lam Area, 
55, Siu Sau, Tuen Mun, HK

AD+RG Architecture Design 
and Research Group

Aedas

LWK & Partners (HK) 

P&T Architects and Engineers Wong & Ouyang (HK)
Andrew Lee King Fun 

& Associates Architects 

CYS Associates (HK)

Hangzhou Binjiang 
Paradise Walk DLN Architects 

Xiqu Centre Ronald Lu & Partners

Twin Peaks,
Tseung Kwan O, HK Wong Tung & Partners



1. Chinachem Group
2. Henderson Land Development Company Limited
3. K. Wah International Holdings Limited
4. Kerry Properties Limited
5. Nan Fung Development Limited

6. New World Development Company Limited
7. Sino Land Company Limited
8. Sun Hung Kai Properties Limited
9. Vanke Property (Hong Kong) Company Limited
10. Wheelock Properties (Hong Kong) Limited

Grand Monterey
Wheelock Properties

(Hong Kong) 

The Mills Nan Fung Development 

Paloma Bay Sino Land The Luna Vanke Property (Hong Kong) THE PAVILIA HILL New World Development

15 Middle Road, 
Hong Kong

Qianhai Kerry Centre One Hennessy K.City

Park Yoho Venezia

Henderson Land Development 

Kerry Properties Chinachem Group K. Wah International Holdings 

Sun Hung Kai Properties
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ASE MALL
A new social and entertainment hub
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ASE Mall is a socially oriented shopping 
complex in Shanghai with a focus on 
entertainment and F&B. 

"The design concept, in line with the theme of 
ASE Mall, is to create a lively atmosphere for 
social gatherings, shopping and entertainment," 
said Henry Lau, DLN Architects’ deputy 
managing director. "ASE Mall is set to become a 
new social and entertainment hub in the vicinity."

Located at the south of the Xujiahui shopping and 

tourist area and conveniently connected to the 
Caobao Road metro station, the 130,000-square-
metre complex brings together a variety of 
retailers, including apparel, specialty restaurants, 
entertainment, digital electronics, children, sports 
and lifestyle stores.

The architectural design enhances the flow of 
people from the underground to the commercial 
spaces with a smooth vertical traffic system. The 
project building is divided into two organic units, 
with terraces provided for F&B venues. 

ASE MALL
The traditional concept of an atrium is replaced 
by the walking street and piazza in between 
the units. The site is covered by a gigantic 
canopy, which allows the space to become 
a universal gathering spot by reducing the 
weather impact and providing visitors with a 
pleasant leisure and shopping environment. 
The contemporary design blends with the 
cosmopolitan environment and brings energy 
to the shopping complex. Neon sign features 
instantly create a bustling city atmosphere 
similar to vibrant Hong Kong. 
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Car park ramp
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The building is divided into two units with a shaded piazza in between



PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
ASE Mall 

Location 
Xuhui, Shanghai, China

Completion Date 
December 2017

Site Area 
25,345 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
131,565 square metres

Building Height 
59 metres

Client/Developer 
ASE Group

Architecture Firm  
DLN Architects Ltd

Principal Architect 
DLN Architects Ltd

Images  
DLN Architects Ltd
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A dynamic and lively atmosphere 

Neon sign features create a bustling city environment

A large canopy opens up the space for gatherings
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LONGFOR PARADISE 
WALK 

Night view

PROJECTS
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Longfor Paradise Walk not only fills up 
the vacuum of large-scale multi-functional 
complexes in the Binjiang area, but also sets the 
pulse of business and brings in a new lifestyle 
and consumer experience into the district.

The design concept of Longfor Paradise Walk 
in Binjiang takes inspiration from the Qiantang 
River, due to the proximity of the site to the 
famous river. Inspired by the tides, the waves 

and the ripples, the architectural design of the 
building demonstrates fluency in point, line, 
surface and colour. Each floor has its own 
distinctive identity, offering a specialty shopping 
and leisure experience. The 600-square-metre 
large indoor atrium is the ideal venue for all 
kinds of art and fashion events. Nearly 10,000 
square metres of floor space is catered to 
children-related businesses to meet the needs 
of families.

LONGFOR PARADISE 
WALK 

All images by Pocholo MauricioRiver-inspired design concept

Day view
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Known as the Silicon Valley of Hangzhou, 
Binjiang district is an important high-tech zone 
for economic growth in Hangzhou. It brings 
together more than 300,000 high-tech business 
crowd and sophisticated residents. The area 
has gradually improved its facilities in medical 
treatment, education and transportation. However, 
the existing retail outlets are relatively monotonous 
and not enough to support consumer demand. The 
opening of the Longfor Paradise Walk provides a 
comprehensive enhancement to the business 

facilities in Binjiang District and becomes a model 
and trend indicator for Hangzhou's commercial 
complex.

Henry Lau, DLN Architects' deputy managing 
director, said: "The design principles of Longfor 
Paradise Walk in Binjiang bring out a new business 
complex that changes the urban landscape and 
commercial facilities with forward-thinking spatial 
planning, personalised services and convenient 
transport links." 

The 600-square-metre indoor atrium opens up the five floors to a vast space that can accommodate various events
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
Longfor Paradise Walk 

Location 
Binjiang, Hangzhou, China    

Completion Date 
September 2017

Site Area 
69,556 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
390,826 square metres

Building Height 
155 metres

Client/Developer 
Hangzhou LongFor Real Estate Development Co, Ltd

Architecture Firm  
DLN Architects Ltd

Images 
DLN Architects Ltd

Every floor has its own distinctive identity

The site is equipped with a dual subway configuration to provide seamless connectivity to public transport
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2GETHER

Each unit oriented for maximum sea view
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The project’s name—2GETHER—represents 
the architecture design concept of a 2-in-1 
combination. The designer used two distinct 
tones on the curtain façade wall to create an 
illusion of ‘interlocked’ towers, while the building 
itself is, in fact, a single 24-storey-high block on 
a three-storey podium. 

Mustard yellow balconies add a fresh splash 
of life onto the cool grey-toned curtain wall. 
The bright colour gives the project a low-key 
yet hard-to-miss dynamic character, an energy 
that is carried throughout the interior design 
as well. 

The building’s structure and layouts are designed 

to maximise the scenic sea views of Castle Peak 
Bay for each unit. At the same time, it had to 
be oriented to minimise noise from an adjacent 
substation. 

The landscape architect spent extra effort on 
sourcing products and suppliers for the feature 
brick wall, which forms one of the key features of 
the design that should leave a lasting impression 
on visitors.

The residential project takes into account the 
daily needs of its residents, with the podium 
housing a residents’ clubhouse, retail shops, 
daytime elderly care centre, and a single-storey 
sub-level car park. 

2GETHER

PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
2GETHER

Location 
Tuen Mun, Hong Kong

Completion Date
2018 

Site Area 
2,231 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
12,319 square metres

Building Height 
24 storeys with three-storey podium

Number of Units
220

Clients 
HKR International Ltd; Sumitomo Forestry Co, Ltd

Architecture Firm
LWK & Partners (HK) Ltd

Interior Design Firm 
PTang Studio Ltd

Civil & Structural Engineer 
Wong Pak Lam & Associates Consulting  
Engineers & Architects Ltd

Mechanical & Electrical Engineer 
P&T (M&E) Ltd

Quantity Surveyor
WT Partnership (HK) Ltd

Landscape Architect 
Adrian L. Norman Ltd

Main Contractor 
Cheung Kee Fung Cheung Construction Co, Ltd

Interior Fit-Out Contractor 
Interior Contract International (Hong Kong) Ltd

Images 
LWK & Partners (HK) Ltd

Main entrance with feature wall

The two-toned curtain façade wall creates the illusion of an ‘interlocked’ building
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Push the design envelope with the confidence of  
proven performance. Our 50+ years of proven silicone 
performance brings peace of mind for advanced building 
design, enabling architects to create sustainable, cutting- 
edge showpieces that deliver form and function.

Backed by our industry-leading warranties, extensive  
technical support and collaborative development  
expertise, architects and engineers can take advantage 
of silicone’s unmatched capabilities to develop unique 
designs without compromising performance.
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NEW THEI CAMPUS 

The campus’ twin-block design opens up to the harbour on one side

PROJECTS
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The new campus of the Technological and 
Higher Education Institute (THEi) in Chai 
Wan, Hong Kong, would accommodate new 
Vocational Training Council (VTC) degree 
programmes for the design, environment, 
hospitality, and sports and recreation 
departments.  

The design brief called for a pleasant and 
liveable campus environment for all-round 

student development—one that provides 
strong branding and positioning for the institute 
and fosters innovation and close industry 
collaboration, with space and flexibility for future 
expansion, and built for cost effectiveness and 
environmentally sustainability.

EMBRACING SURROUNDINGS
The site enjoys close proximity to the harbour, 
district open spaces, a public housing estate and 

NEW THEI CAMPUS 
an existing campus of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Vocational Education (also a member of the VTC 
Group).

The campus adopts a twin-block design that 
opens up to the harbour and the adjacent open 
spaces on one side, welcoming the outdoor 
green environment and extending it vertically to 
create green campus elements with various sky-
rise terraces and pocket spaces. 

All images by Pocholo MauricioAn activated pedestrian network connects the campus with adjacent open spaces

Visual links to the surroundings were preserved
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On the other side, the gap between the twin 
blocks is narrowed to help screen off traffic noise 
from the adjacent Shing Tai Road and elevated 
Mass Transit Railway (MTR) line.

An activated pedestrian network connects the 
campus with its surroundings. Visual links between 
the public green space, the neighbourhood, 
the harbour and the mountain backdrop are 
preserved and enhanced with an elevated plaza 
at the heart of the pedestrian network.
 
SOCIAL CONNECTIONS
The campus design focuses on community 
integration and fosters the exchange of ideas—not 
just within the closed boxes of the school, but also 
with nature and the surrounding neighbourhood. 
It adopts an open and welcoming perimeter—
secured via access card control, camera 
surveillance and spatial visibility—for a barrier-free 
public realm and a community-centric campus. 

The campus extends vertically, with the 
intermingling of indoor and outdoor ‘social 

magnets’ and key circulation nodes of both the 
public realm and the campus. The active and 
passive open spaces and shared-use general 
studio spaces are located on connecting floors 
between the two blocks where the shuttle 
escalators land. 

The lower floors of the campus house amenities 
that are shared with the neighbourhood, while 
the upper floors are used exclusively by the 
school. The architectural built forms reflect 
these two distinctive uses by adopting a benign 
organic built form for the lower floors and a 
simple rectilinear form for the upper floors.

GREEN ENVIRONMENT
Great care was taken to preserve some of the 
sizeable native trees on the site. Instead of 
taking up valuable ground coverage with tree 
transplantation and compensatory planting, the 
greening restrictions were met and exceeded 
through sky-rise greening.

The organic sky-rise greening extends from the 

campus plaza to the top of the tower blocks in 
the central space between the blocks, unifying 
the architectural composition. This sustainable 
landscape design enhances the campus' 
microclimate and improves pedestrian comfort 
and urban biodiversity.

The façade was designed to be bioclimatic, with 
full-width ribbon windows maximising daylight 
and views, and light shelves blocking solar heat. 
Acoustic fins of the permeable façade screen off 
traffic noises, while natural ventilation flows to the 
perimeter zones as needed.

Taken together, the north–south building 
orientation, high building permeability, shallow 
plan depth, cross-ventilated layout, well-insulated 
building envelope, highly energy-efficient active 
systems and other features allow the campus’ 
annual energy consumption to be reduced by 
an estimated 25 per cent, with reference to the 
current local Building Energy Code.

A campus environmental performance dashboard 

A liveable campus environment for all-round student development

PROJECTS
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
New Campus for The Technological and 
Higher Education Institute of Hong Kong (THEi)

Location 
Chai Wan, Hong Kong

Completion Date 
December 2017

Site Area
9,930 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
39,730 square metres

Building Height 
63 metres

Client/Owner 
Vocational Training Council

Architecture Firm
Ronald Lu & Partners

Principal Architects
Dr Ronald Lu; Andy Leung; MK Leung;  
Dicky Liu; Kenneth Wong

Main Contractor
Unistress Building Construction Ltd

Mechanical & Electrical Engineer 
Parsons Brinckerhoff (Asia) Ltd

Civil & Structural Engineer 
Ove Arup & Partners Hong Kong Ltd

Images
Ronald Lu & Partners

A community-centric campus with a barrier-free public realm 

displays real-time energy consumption data 
collected by the Building Management System 
via a graphical user interface. The dashboard 
serves as an optimisation programme to reduce 
resource consumption, disseminate energy-
saving tips and collect feedback from users.

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT
A ‘use less, waste less, harm less’ approach 
was adopted to ensure lean design and 
construction. An open ceiling design with easily-
accessible building services installations was 
used in all corridors, classrooms, labs, studios, 
staff offices and lavatories. Raw materials, such 
as fair-faced concrete, wash-grano finishes 
and galvanised mild steel handrails and railings 
without paint finish on staircases were adopted 
as far as possible. 

Materials with a high recycled content and 
sustainable credentials—such as Green 
carpeting, FSC-certified timber, gypsum block 
walls, linoleum flooring, wood wool ceiling 

panels and engineered wood acoustic panels—
were used wherever appropriate. 

Over 50 per cent of the architectural and 
engineering systems used adaptable modular 
and standardised design. A special paint 
was also applied to external walls to reduce 
building surface temperatures by up to 
5-degree Celsius, resulting in lowered solar 
heat absorption in the interior spaces.

CHALLANGES
As the site lies within an MTR protection 
area, special care had to be taken during 
the construction stage to ensure nothing 
interfered with the operation of the MTR. 
Other challenging design features included 
the five-storey-high feature columns with fair-
faced concrete finish at the entrance plaza; 
the free-standing greenhouse; and the steel 
bridge spanning the north and south towers 
at the sixth and ninth floors, with a maximum 
span of 32 metres. 
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PURE HOUSE  
BOUTIQUE HOTEL

Exterior and courtyard
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In recent years, Dali has become the best 
architectural practice site for designers to 
express themselves due to its generous 
temperament. Its distinctive geographical 
environment provides designers with a brand 
new way of thinking.

Pure House Boutique Hotel is located on the hillside 
of the Cangshan international golf community, with 
its back to the main peak, Xilu, and facing the Erhai 

Lake. Terrain elevation difference between the 
north and south, as well as east and west, of the 
location is large. 

With their years of experience in the mountains 
of Southwest China, the designers cleverly and 
effectively solved the problems concerning the 
utilisation of terrain, landscaping, organisation of 
space, view blocking and introduction of natural 
elements, etc. The building's elevation was lowered 

PURE HOUSE  
BOUTIQUE HOTEL

as a sunken yard to fit the sloping fields. Two layers 
of halls are transparent and bright as they borrow 
sceneries from the front and back courtyards.

Embracing its environment, the architectural form 
of Pure House Boutique Hotel is natural and warm.
The walls of the courtyards on the left and right 
sides merge the boundaries between the main 
building, courtyards, side yards, corridor and 
terraces, creating a coherent feeling, eliminating 

A place to drink in the scenery
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A central stove stands out visually in the centre of the public area

Ample space and bright French windows in the semi-open public area

PROJECTS
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the visual boundary between the spaces inside, 
and establishing a visual link between the 
mountains, sea and pastoral areas. 

In Chinese, Pure House is translated as shi shan 
fang. Shi means active involvement, while shan 
refers to the environment where the building is 
located, and fang is a manifestation of a return 
to simplicity. The hotel hopes to provide people 
with a pure living scene through minimalist 
design, so as to reflect the design concept of 
relaxation and warmth. The building integrates 
into the site with a peaceful and tolerant design 
approach. 

Here, a vivid spatial sequence was established: 
go up the mountain, enter into the yard, back to a 
room, watch the clouds and overlook the sea. The 
building provides an image of returning to ‘home’ 
in a humble and gentle gesture. By integrating a 
series of narrative spaces into narrative sites, the 
designers created a distinctive space experience.
The low-key and humble entrance is located at 

the corner of the building. Down the steps, a  
10-year red fruit tree stands at the centre of 
the pool, attracting people's attention instantly. 
Turning to the mottled entrance porch, one enters 
the reception hall. The central stove stands out 
visually at the centre of the public area, while the 
two-layered spaces are the core of the entire 
ground floor. Other functional facilities, such as 
the reception centre, book bar, dining area, inner 
and outer courtyards, are unfolded around them. 
The lower-levelled courtyards in the front and 
back of the hall effectively solve the problem of 
elevation difference brought by the slopes, and 
also avoid the interference of traffic flow on the 
main road. 

After numerous discussions, the number of 
rooms was reduced from the earlier 20 to 13. 
Each of the 13 rooms has its own characteristics. 
They all have an expansive balcony or private 
courtyard, large living spaces, bright French 
windows and exquisite bathroom, surrounded 
by a charming landscape.

As the second public space, the semi-open 
space on the top, where the coffee bar, 
communication and sightseeing areas are 
located, pushes the building to another climax. 
The elaborate windows ‘cut’ and ‘borrow’ the 
sceneries of sunrise and sunset in Cangshan 
and Erhai Lake. People can enjoy their own 
leisure time quietly at the book bar or terrace 
close to the pool, which is a 360-degree 
viewing platform. The large pool becomes a 
delicate continuation of the Erhai Lake and 
floating clouds like a mirror. 

MATERIALS
The project has a reinforced concrete frame 
structure, with part of the building being a steel 
structure. The main materials used are white 
coarse sand plaster walls, native pebbles, 
catalpa wood, cement, steel and glass. The 
bright sunshine in Dali, simple stones, warm 
wood, eclectic furniture and white walls form 
a dialogue in the spatial order, which is quiet, 
graceful, warm and comfortable. 

The courtyard for some peace and quiet
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name
Pure House Boutique Hotel

Location
Dali, Yunnan Province, China 

Completion Date 
March 2017

Area
1,550 square metres

Building Height 
5 storeys (including 2 underground)

Owners 
He Biao; Li Jun

Architectural Design 
Chongqing Yueji Architectural Design Office

Chief Architects
Li Jun; He Biao

Design Team
Xu Xiangdong; Wang Yuansheng; Chen Wei;  
Wang Yuedong

Interior Design
Signyan Design 

Interior Designers
Xie Ke; Zhi Hongxin

Construction 
Pure House Boutique Hotel

Construction Directors 
Dong Yushu; Dong Wei

Images
Arch-Exist; MConcept

A home away from home

The rooms have their own balcony or private courtyard

Merging boundaries and creating visual links
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VANKE FUTURE TOWN 

The water patio in front of the main space reflecting the large-scale exhibition space
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Located by the Yunlong Lake in Xuzhou and 
occupying over a million square metres, the 
Vanke Future Town development is a grand 
community with abundant landscape resources, 
wherein the demonstration area, as the first set of 
architectures to make an entrance to the land, will 
set the tone for the whole ongoing project.

The sales exhibition centre—which will later be 
converted into a community centre—is designed 

to be in proportion with and reflects the vast scale 
of Future Town and the geographical structure of 
the city.

Small spaces for the entrance hall, screening 
rooms, separate meeting rooms and rear 
services, etc., are compressed into the east wing, 
ensuring a single large-scale space for exhibition 
in the main building. This layout has granted the 
main building an open floor plan to achieve the 

multiple functions that it requires for exhibitions 
and as a community centre. Meanwhile, the 
abundant glazing of the façade gives views out 
to the city, reducing the architectural volume as 
it connects with the external space, enhancing 
its public characteristic. However, contrary to its 
sheer appearance, the inside of the main building 
is an exceedingly complex and exquisite structure.

The studio studied traditional timber arch 

All images by Pocholo MauricioThe east wing holds various small spaces, while the main building is an exhibition hall

Bird's eye view
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bridges—such as Beijian Bridge, Xidong Bridge, 
Xuezhai Bridge and Santiao Bridge in Taishun, 
Wenzhou—and hand modelled their long-span 
structure constructed of short timbers, as a tribute 
to traditional Chinese craftsmanship, in order 
to apply their structural beauty to the studio's 
projects in the future.

In this project, the bridge structure was introduced 
into the large-scale exhibition space as a piece 
of expressive element to be viewed from below, 
as well as a demonstration of Vanke’s technical 
strength and value. It is also reflected in the water 
patio in front of the main space.

Glued laminated timbers of different lengths are 
used as basic components.  Moreover, the part 
that works as a horizontal fulcrum between the 
upper and lower timbers in the original bridge 
structure was replaced by steel tubes, which now 
support the timbers by weaving in where they 
interlock together. With this approach, different 
from the unidirectional arch that the original 
structure performed for pressure-bearing, it 
established a system of continuous triangles and 

inverted triangles, which slopes rather gently in 
comparison to the original. 

When this wood structure was finally put up as a 
permanent art piece inside of the showcase that 
is this exhibition space with pellucid glass curtain 
walls on all sides, it felt as though the history and 
traditions that had been lost in time are recalled 
to the present.

AUTHENTICITY OF STRUCTURE AND 
RECREATION OF SPATIAL IMPRESSION
The authenticity of the structure and the 
recreation of the spatial impression had been 
discussed repeatedly in the studio as the project 
progressed. As the designers attempted to apply 
the structure as a ceiling that acted as a part of 
a force-bearing structure, its stiffness and bearing 
capacity had gone through calculations to meet 
the requirements. However, the force-bearing 
structure that it formed with a group of pillars 
was still not able to resist lateral force when up 
in mid-air. In addition, in the original proposal, the 
glass curtain walls with a group of glass ribs were 
adopted, which were suspended from the timber 

structure ceiling (the approach was eventually 
replaced by the current proposal, which is to 
support the glass curtain walls with steel studs). 
To achieve this vision, the requirements on the 
timber structure’s bearing capacity were raised, 
which led to the significant alteration of the 
piece’s appearance.

Therefore, the timber piece does not act as the 
major structure in the force bearing system. 
Instead, it is supported by a group of eight 
steel columns and suspended from steel beams 
hidden in a roof above. The latter reinforcement 
dismisses the lack of lateral resistance in the 
previous approach as the piece hits mid-air. It is a 
pity since the timber piece does not physically act 
as a bridge, by which it was inspired.

However, if it were not for this trade-off, the 
construction would not have been simplified 
and accomplished within seven months. It also 
endows a visual sensation of floating to the space, 
when the suspended lumbersome-looking timber 
piece appears to be levitating in the air, making a 
striking contrast with the lightsome roof above. 

The feature timber structure ceiling
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name
Vanke Future Town

Location
Xuzhou, Jiangsu, China

Completion Date
March 2017   

Area 
1,200 square metres  
(including the 600-square-metre exhibition centre)

Client
China Vanke Co, Ltd (Xuzhou Branch)

Architecture Firm
Continuation Studio

Lead Architects 
Fan Jiu-Jiang; Zhai Wen-Ting; Yu Kai;  
Shen Feng-Jia; Dong Run-Jin (intern)

Consultant
Shanghai Wansheng Architectural Design Consultant

Landscape Designer
Guangzhou S.P.I Landscape Group

Interior Designer 
VVS Architect (Shanghai Branch)

Lighting Designer
Shanghai Pinguang Lighting Design

Technical Drawings
Jiangsu Huasheng Architectural Design

Timber Structure Engineer
Zytimber (Shanghai) 

Curtain Wall Designers 
Shanghai Anxun Exterior Wall Engineering Design; 
Forster Engineering Consulting (Nanjing)

Curtain Wall Construction 
Jiangsu HWA Curtain Wall Building

Images
SHIROMIO Studio

Landscape view

Small spaces are compressed into a single large-scale space

Commerce area
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LED ADVERTISE R
Portable signage solutions that bring innovation

and versatility to your business communications

Ultra thin ModularizationMoveable Maintenance Tailor made size 
& frame color

Quick Installation

Our LED Transparent Curtain is streamlined, well-
designed, and has an advanced structure.  It brings an 
eye-catching window display for an impressive 
advertising solution!  

LED PosterSeries
Introducing the new LED Poster series to lift up your shop images!  With 
increased brightness, seamless images, and long-life technology, this product 
keeps space savings and user friendliness in mind.  Once installed, it’s easy to 
change the messaging on the display simply through your computer, in real 
time, programmed  in  advanced. It  can be  used  for  a  specific event, a 
trade show, or an everyday display to  attract   new  customers.   Check it out!

Portable signage solutions that bring innovation
and versatility to your business communications

Ultra thin Modularization Maintenance Tailor made size 
& frame color

Quick Installation Cable-free  Smart  Control Low heat / 
Energy savings

Modular Maintenance 
friendly
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A branding concept—The Artisanal Movement—was at the heart of the design of 
BOHEMIAN HOUSE. Located in a heritage-rich area with plenty of traditional dried 
seafood shops that play a distinctive role in Hong Kong’s food culture, BOHEMIAN 
HOUSE Clubhouse promotes the idea of ‘Food Culture’. The interior spaces 
were enveloped with materials derived from nature—such as copper, wood and 
plaster—that evolve in look and texture with the passage of time. Interior finishes 
were executed with artisanal craftsmanship to provide an atmosphere of elegance 
and simplicity.

BOHEMIAN HOUSE (New World Development Company Limited)

CATEGORY: RESIDENTIAL

WINNERS

Previously featured in Construction+ Hong Kong October/December 2017 issue

For the second year running, the BCI Asia Interior Design Awards seeks to recognise great interior 
architectural designs—located in seven countries in Asia—that stand out aesthetically, functionally 
and ergonomically. Here, we highlight the projects in Hong Kong that have emerged as winners.
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The bespoke MOUNT PAVILIA is located on an elongated green site overlooking 
Clearwater Bay, a premier Hong Kong Backyard Garden district. The interior spaces 
have been designed to create an elegant arrival that flows seamlessly down a level 
via a sculptured staircase into the light-filled clubhouse and out into the pool area and 
landscaped garden. Such a concept of natural and boundless living is revealed in every 
space and captures the essence of artisanal living in MOUNT PAVILIA.

MOUNT PAVILIA (New World Development Company Limited)

Previously featured in Construction+ Hong Kong August 2017 issue

THE PAVILIA HILL demonstrates an aspiring approach in residential development. 
Situated in a prime location in the city and enjoying the magnificent backdrop of 
greenery, THE PAVILIA HILL delivers an aesthetically appealing and quality habitat, 
as well as a spiritually enriching experience to its residents. Residents can enjoy the 
serenity and beauty of nature through the carefully crafted and composed spaces, 
with the aesthetics of wabi-sabi manifested throughout the project.

THE PAVILIA HILL (New World Development Company Limited)

Previously featured in Construction+ Hong Kong October 2016 issue



A home, apart from being a space for people to live and 
rest, can also be a place for expressing their wishes for their 
families. The dream of the house owner is for the three-
generation family of six to have a home that is comfortable 
and warm, with plenty of space for family and friends to get 
together. This can be achieved with spacious spaces, flexible 
planning, simple and stylish design, as well as childlike 
elements. The design team includes Ronald Cheung (left). 

An unconventional approach to the design of a typical audio 
showroom, KEF Music Gallery is a relaxed clubhouse that 
captures the lifestyle of music enthusiasts. Customers are 
invited to relax in lounge-style surroundings and sit back 
in the comfort of the Collector’s Lounge, with its curated 
record collection, or in intimate listening pods. Conran and 
Partners used their experience in designing hotels, bars 
and residences to create a holistic hospitality and retail 
experience that encourages guests to enjoy KEF’s high-

quality products in sophisticated acoustic conditions. The design team includes 
Charlotte Conroy, Stephen Maginn and Tina Norden (from left). 

SEASONS PALACE (Chill Interior Design Company Limited)

KEF MUSIC GALLERY (Conran and Partners)

• Gyuhachi (Studio C8 Co Limited)

• The Park Lane Hong Kong, a Pullman Hotel (Somethink Limited) • THE FOREST (New World Development Company Limited)

CATEGORY: FOOD & BEVERAGE

CATEGORY: HOSPITALITY CATEGORY: RETAIL

MERITS
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CATEGORY: RETAIL

Previously featured in Construction+ Hong Kong March 2018 issue

• Bel-Air Residence (COMODO Interior & Furniture Design Co Limited)
• SKYPARK (New World Development Company Limited)

CATEGORY: RESIDENTIAL

Previously featured in Construction+ Hong Kong January 2018 issue

* BCI Asia Interior Design Awards 2018 is supported by Gold Sponsor Kwan Tai Engineering Co Limited (Hong Kong)

Read more on page 78

Read more on page 74



A home, apart from being a space for people to live and rest, can 
also be a place for expressing wishes for their families. The dream of 
this house owner is for the three-generation family of six to have a 
home that is comfortable and warm, with plenty of space for family 
and friends to get together. 

The spacious three-storey house consists of the guest dining room 
and kitchen, children’s room and master room. The spaces on each 
floor were widened and replanned for flexibility so that they can be 
divided into different regions for various uses when necessary.

Simplicity is key in the design. Therefore, cool colours and crisp neat 
lines are used in the ground floor living room, with carefully selected 
furniture that are both fashionable and comfortable. Light-coloured 
oak and pastel colours provide the bedrooms with warmth and 
comfort, while the children’s room are designed to match the active 
character of its occupants.

SPATIAL DESIGN
In the original layout, the dining room and kitchen were on the first 
floor, and the bedrooms on the second floor. As the owner wanted 
plenty of room for movement, the dining room and open kitchen have 
been relocated to the ground floor instead.

The design concept for the dining room is ‘picnic in the garden’.The 
three sides of the dining room windows have been greatly expanded 
with sliding doors and glass skylights, which helps transfer natural 
lighting to increase the liquidity and sense of space.

The children’s room and the master room are located on the next 
two floors. The original dining room and kitchen area have been 
transformed into a 500-square-feet children’s room and game 
space, which provides ample space for play and imagination for the 
two boys who call it home. An arc-shaped slide extends from the 

SEASONS 
PALACE
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The living room is an interactive space without a television set, but with two sets of sofas to increase interaction between family and friends
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upper and lower lattice beds, allowing the children 
to slide down to the games area. The angle of the 
arc has been carefully calculated and a design 
template was embedded by the craftsmen.

Both the children’s room and open kitchen are 
equipped with sliding doors, allowing the space to 
be more flexible and autonomous.

In order for the family to get closer, the living room 
does not have a television set. Instead, two sets of 
sofas are set up so that the host family can invite 
more friends over. 

AESTHETICS
The house owners are a young couple who like 

simple but stylish design. Their favourite black, 
white and grey tones were used in the living 
room; while the background of the dining room 
is a touch of pure white, with grey and black 
furniture, oil paintings, lighting, cushions and rugs 
that present a stylish but warm space. Lighting 
was sourced from abroad and used in both the 
living room and dining room for a homey and cosy 
style, yet keeping a spacious look. The local oil 
painting creates a home-based feel by showing 
homegrown culture.

In contrast, the kitchen sports a dark tone. The 
ground floor is fully paved with concrete tiles, which 
can be easily cleaned, that extend from the kitchen 
to the garden. 

The ground floor is fully covered with cement floor tiles

INTERIORS
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
Seasons Palace

Location 
Yuen Long, Hong Kong

Completion Date 
July 2017

Site Area 
220 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
150 square metres

Building Height 
3 metres

Number of Rooms 
3 

Interior Design Firm 
Chill Interior Design Company Ltd

Principal Designer 
Ronald Cheung

Main Contractor 
Chill Interior Design Company Ltd

Images 
Addy Poto

Light oak against starry wallpaper, and cushions in grey and grey-blue tones

Master room with wood and white as the main tones

A slide connects the beds with a play area
Hexagonal tiles bring geometric 
beauty to the guest cabins
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An unconventional approach to the design of a typical audio 
showroom, the KEF Music Gallery is a relaxed club house capturing 
the lifestyle of music enthusiasts in the heart of Hong Kong. 

Welcoming, inclusive and comfortable, KEF offers a retail experience 
that celebrates the individual’s experience of sound and music. 
Customers are invited to relax in lounge-style surroundings, grab 
a coffee at the bar, and sit back in the comfort of the Collector’s 
Lounge, with its curated record collection, or in the intimate listening 
pods. 

This is KEF’s first store in Hong Kong, and it was important to them 
to incorporate their British heritage into the design, relating to the 
brand while making it relevant to an Asian market.

British design studio Conran and Partners used their experience of 
designing hotels, bars and residences, in Hong Kong and globally, 
to create a holistic hospitality and retail experience that encourages 
guests to experience KEF’s quality products in sophisticated 
acoustic conditions.

LOUNGE IN STYLE
A stone wall with carved and brass inlaid signage welcomes 
guests into the space via two wide entrances, creating a relaxed 
atmosphere for guests to wander in. 

KEF MUSIC 
GALLERY

Collector’s Lounge with full surround-sound experience

INTERIORS
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Lounge and listen
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A coffee bar positioned at the entrance greets 
customers. Monolithic in its design and made 
of smooth grey Atlantic stone (sourced from 
China), it is contemporary, elegant and striking 
in the centre of the space. This is connected to 
an interactive headphone product display, framed 
with bar stools and a walnut-topped surface, with 
a pendant light suspended overhead. 

An engaging digital campaign wall runs one 
length of the gallery, complemented by an array 
of striking contemporary art work, adding to the 
lounge atmosphere.   

Blurring the lines between sectors, KEF blends 
Conran and Partners’ experience of retail and 
hospitality design to create an environment that will 
not overwhelm customers unfamiliar with speaker 
technology. The interiors seamlessly integrate the 
sound systems to make the experience engaging 

and comfortable with a ‘members’ lounge’ feel. The 
Collector’s Lounge, for example, is a separate room 
where guests can experience the full surround-
sound speaker set-up as if in their own living room. 

HITTING THE RIGHT SPOT
A key part of the concept was to design out 
additional audio clutter, while achieving ideal 
acoustic conditions. The designers collaborated 
with an acoustic specialist to design dual-purpose 
bespoke items. 

The listening room is lined with bookshelves that 
both display records and artwork, as well as work 
as sound diffusers to achieve perfect reverberation 
time. The sliding doors are double sealed to also 
ensure that there is no reverberation. The solid 
construction of the walls behind the speakers 
forces the sound to be channelled forwards. This, 
in conjunction with the symmetrical points of 

reflection, creates the optimum point for sound, 
which is where the furniture is strategically placed.  

These same design principles were then 
incorporated into each of the listening pods, 
allowing these to be placed anywhere in the space 
with the same level of acoustic clarity. 

All elements of the design have incorporated the 
dual-purpose concept for maximum efficiency. 
The joinery contains built-in acoustic material to 
help absorb some of the sound. A black rubber 
floor lines the gallery space with a contemporary 
walnut-slated ceiling to create a warm but 
acoustically efficient environment without the use 
of obvious acoustic materials.

Due to limited access to the space, all of the 
components were designed to be built off-site 
and then assembled on-site. 

Walnut-topped monolithic coffee bar with interactive headphone product display
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Striking contemporary artwork add to the lounge atmosphere 
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
KEF Music Gallery

Location 
Hong Kong

Completion Date 
July 2017 

Client
KEF

Interior Design Firm 
Conran and Partners

Mechanical & Electrical Engineer 
SES

Lighting Consultants 
Conran and Partners; SES

Interior Fit-Out Contractor 
SES

Images
Luke HayesStore entrance with carved and brass inlaid signage

Acoustically efficient space with bookshelves and walnut-slated ceiling

Joinery with built-in acoustic material for sound absorption
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GREAT FRIEND OUTDOORS 
CLUB FANGJIA HUTONG
The soul of Beijing does not lie in high-rise 
buildings, but in the streets and neighbourhoods, 
with its old communal living quarters called hutongs. 
The old hutong are not social symbols or cultural 
bonsai. The hutong area is a reservation that has 
not been completely invaded by various kinds of 
doctrines. Many are now being preserved as trendy 
bars and eateries, such as The Great Outdoors.

The house at Fanjia Hutong was originally a 
barbecue shop. In the new century, the landlord 
demolished the yard and built a brick-and-

86

The original brick wall painted in different colours

concrete structure with locally-sourced materials, 
such as black brick, concrete, wood and metal 
corrugated sheets.

The client, a senior backpacker who operates a 
well-known outdoor supplies store, commissioned 
Robot 3 Studio at the end of 2016 to transform 
the house into a club, where there would be music 
and beer.

The designers embarked on the work in the spring 
and finished in the summer. Without drawings or 

a preset concept, they worked together with the 
craftsmen every day, making instinctive responses 
during the building process.

The designers demolished the wall and 
incorporated holes. They used red bricks from 
a room in the adjacent hutong. The renovated 
second floor was demolished and reconstructed. 
The original balcony roof was removed. The 
façade was blocked and a door was installed 
on the side wall. The red bricks were painted in 
different colours and coated with cement. 

INTERIORS
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name  
Great Friend Outdoors Club Fangjia Hutong 

Location 
12, Fangjia Hutong, Yonghegong Street, 
Dongcheng District, Beijing, China

Completion Date 
May 2017 

Site Area 
316 square metres

Client
Great Friend Outdoors Club 

Interior Design Firm 
Robot 3 Studio 

Principal Designers 
Pan Fei; Wang Zhi

Images 
Robot 3 Studio

Roof terrace

View of the club

The club was crafted instinctively during the building 
process Naturally-lit corridor
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SHOWFLATS AT CHENGDU  
CR BUND BRILIANCE PHASE II
ROOM TYPE A1
When designing the overall living space, the 
designer centres on elegant and comfortable 
furniture and matches brushed stainless steel 
decorations to enrich space hierarchy and texture, 
creating a luxurious and romantic atmosphere. 
The main furniture material used is imported North 
American red oak.

Touches of Makaron blue against elegant grey in 
the living room create a comfortable and refined 
visual experience, lit by fashionable lamps, including 
a glass chandelier that gives the space a heightened 
visual sense.

The dining room is connected with the living room, 
where the Makaron blue theme is continued. All 

the elements—the free floral arrangement on the 
dining table, randomly strewn decorations and 
the sandstone decorative mirror on the wall—are 
integrated to create a warm dining space with rich 
hierarchy.

The open kitchen area is divided into different 
function spaces by a bar counter. White cabinets, 
black bar chairs and kitchen appliances, are set 
against grey-toned floor and walls, creating a clean 
and striking atmosphere.

The master bedroom adopts the main colours of 
the living room, where well-designed lamps emit 
soft lights. Together with furniture and handmade 
artwork in simple lines, the space looks stylish and 

romantic. The parents’ room is decorated in warm 
grey tones for a serene and restful environment. 

Both kids’ bedrooms are designed to capture 
children’s naiveté and fun. The boy’s room is 
designed with a Batman theme; while the girl’s 
room harmoniously incorporates the theme colour 
with a round bed, small chamfering wardrobe and 
cute bedding.

ROOM TYPE H 
This project advocates the combination of nature 
and humanities, with interspersed animals and 
plants to increase the vividness of the space. 
It presents a high-quality leisure lifestyle full of 
cultural ambience. With the dominant colours 

Type A1 living room: a luxurious and romantic atmosphere
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Type A1 dining room



Type A1 master bedroom

Type A1 kitchen: clean and striking
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Type H living room: low-profile luxury

of glacier grey and taupe, as well as partial 
embellishment of ocean blue, the colour 
combination is harmonious and warm. Together 
with the flying bird decoration on the background 
wall, it gives the room a quiet atmosphere. The 
overall furniture style is steady and simple, 
and the rounded furniture not only softens the 
toughness of the square room, but also fits the 
tradition of the East. The main furniture material 
is imported North American black walnut.

The 3D painting by Jan Maarten Voskuil becomes 
the visual focus of the living room, highlighting the 

modern style of furniture. Contrasted against the 
lustreless walnut veneer, all the lamps, furniture 
and accessories are embellished by anti-
fingerprint brushed champagne gold, following 
the low-profile luxury style through to the end. 

In the dining room, the light-coloured leather dining 
chairs match the wood table and is complemented 
with green plant decorations.

In the study, the bookshelf is decorated with 
a walnut wood grille, matched with a custom-
designed desk and decorative wall paintings 

enriched with a strong sense of modernisation—
harmouniously combining Eastern and Western 
elements. 

Following the overall design style, grey is the 
main tone of the master bedroom, with a grey-
blue sofa, walnut wood furniture and brushed 
champagne gold lamps, revealing a natural and 
warm atmosphere in low-profile luxury. 

The design lines of the boy’s room are simple 
and concise, with Spider-Man themed ornaments 
adding fun to the rational space. 
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
Showflats at Chengdu CR Bund Briliance Phase II

Location 
77, Qingbo Road, Qingyang District, Chengdu,  
Sichuan, China

Completion Date 
September 2016

Client/Developer
Hua Run Land (Chengdu) Qing Yang Co, Ltd

Gross Floor Area 
A1: 180 square metres; H: 216 square metres

Interior Design Firm
Shenzhen Qianxun Decorative Art and Design Co, Ltd 

Interior Decoration Designer
Li Jianmei

Number of Rooms 
A1: 8; H: 9 

Images 
Jianghe Architectural Photography

Type H dining room with its flying bird feature wall

Type H main bedroom

Type H second washroom Type H study
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DESIGN TO COMPLEMENT
EVERY SHAPE
GROHE LINEARE NEW

In keeping with the concept of minimalism, Lineare 
has been reduced to only the necessary elements to 
achieve the thinnest possible appearance. The line is 
based on a composition of two simple geometric 
structures - cylindrical bodies and thin rectangular 
forms of the handle and spout create beautiful 
harmonious compositions.GROHE.HK

EXCLUSIVE AT

HOP LUNG  - 293 Lockhart Road, Wanchai | 298 Lockhart Road, Wanchai | 300 Lockhart Road, Wanchai |
   299 Portland Street, Mongkok | 327 Portland Street, Mongkok |
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GZ Conrad Hotel was jointly designed by AB Concept, AFSO and 
CCD/Cheng Chung Design (HK). 

Lingnan natives CCD used a modern design technique of ‘merging 
feeling with scenery’ for the guest room designs. The design of the 
309 guest rooms is inspired by the landscape of traditional Xiguan 
residences and pays homage to the history of Lingnan.

The guest rooms are designed as child–mother rooms, not unlike 
the architectural style of Xiguan Mansion in Guangzhou in modern 
times. Walking across the antechamber, one arrives at the lobby, 
which is followed by two rooms. When the doors of the antechamber 
are closed, it becomes a large suite. 

The design of the presidential suite reflects the historical mansions
of rich families in South China. Lingnan’s architectural culture 
includes long and narrow buildings that allow draughts in to keep 
it warm in the winter and cool in the summer, as well as fine 
landscaping.
 
COMBINING ELEMENTS
CCD hopes that every functional zone in each type of room could 
express the space more reasonably and accurately: bright and dark, 
natural and passionate, modern and traditional. By precise control 
of scale, a timeless beauty is presented; the quiet and pleasant 
environment reflects the simplest relationship between people in 
the modern Lingnan business streets.

GZ CONRAD 
HOTEL 

Lobby

INTERIORS



95



Chinese food restaurant
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The designers hope to reproduce the scene of 
Xiguan that used to represent the architectural 
trend that combines Chinese and Western 
elements, while balancing traditional designs 
with modern functional needs. In this way, while 
maintaining the authenticity of historical buildings, 
an experiential flexible space is created for the 
hotel guest rooms.

Some distinctive materials used in the design, 
such as old wall bricks and folk lacquer painting 
in the guest rooms, are the embodiment of 

scenes in a Lingnan traditional residence. Other 
materials include stone, wood veneer, metal, 
wall cloth and wood flooring.

EXPLORING INSPIRATION
The designers believe that the essence of design is 
derived from needs. Green is used in the suite as it 
inserts a bright touch against the basic tones set by 
Lingnan grey brick and solid wood. It also stands 
for the evergreen four seasons of Guangdong, the 
straightforward and bright nature of the Cantonese, 
as well as the restless rhythm of parties in the lives 

of the modern young elite group. 

By blending elements that are similar to French 
New Wave films into the full Xiguan retro style, 
the whole space is warm and highly creative, and 
interprets the pursuit of the feeling of freshness 
of living outside the ‘home’ of the post-90s.

The end result is a distinctive oasis combining 
the cultures of Lingnan in a highly personalised 
space that explores the possibilities of future 
high-quality life with curiosity. 

All-day dining area
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
GZ Conrad Hotel

Location
222, Xingmin Road, Tianhe District, Guangzhou City, 
Guangdong Province, China

Completion Date 
2017

Clients/Developers
Guangzhou R&F Properties Co, Ltd;
Sun Hung Kai Properties Ltd; 
KWG Property Holding Ltd

Interior Design Firms
CCD/Cheng Chung Design (HK); AB Concept; AFSO

Gross Floor Area
52,870 square metres

Indoor Area
38,480 square metres

Images
CCD/Cheng Chung Design (HK)Executive lounge

Presidential suite

Standard double room
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Tucked away in the south side of Hong Kong Island and hidden 
among industrial buildings is the latest haven designed by Lim + Lu. 
Designed for a multitalented animal-loving couple, whose hobbies 
include hosting painting and baking workshops, this abode offers the 
dwellers plenty of space for their activities and their five pets.

The 2,600-square-foot property was previously a warehouse. The 
clients wanted to transform it into a family home and creative workshop 
area, while maintaining the rawness of the space.

The designers believe that a home should reflect the inhabitants’ 
personality and character and tell their stories. Of all the cities the 
owners have lived in before, New York leaves the strongest imprint. 
Thus, the challenge for this project was to create a home that is 
reminiscent of the place that they hold so close to their hearts—New 
York—in Hong Kong. 

Elements from the surrounding industrial neighbourhood were 
borrowed and intertwined with the idea of a New York loft. Inside 
the space, one is transported to a loft in the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan, but when looking out the windows, one is immediately 
connected to Hong Kong. The idea of a warehouse-style New York 
loft in Hong Kong may seem unusual, yet fitting in this environment.

RESIDENCE 
HM 

The open plan concept creates a spacious and light-filled living room

100

INTERIORS



101



Steel and glass sliding doors bring sunlight into the bedroom

An open plan for the house pets to roam freely
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MATERIALS 
To keep the rawness of the space, a palette of 
concrete, wood and steel was used, with some 
furniture and memorabilia from the couple’s travels.

OVERCOMING CONSTRAINTS
The original space was completely open plan—
with no divisions, kitchen or bathrooms—and 
with windows only on one side. The challenge 
was to strategically plan the layout for the 
filtration of light and facilitation of the owners’ 
activities.

The solution was to divide the space into two 
halves—private and public. Upon entering 
through a decrepit factory door that was left 

untouched from its factory days, one is greeted by 
a minimal vestibule containing only a bench and a 
shoe cabinet. Peeling back the adjacent industrial 
sliding door will reveal a painting workshop space 
populated with supplies. 

For the clients’ privacy when they hold workshops, 
it appears that there is nothing more to the unit 
than the workshop at first glance. However, at 
closer observation, one is offered a glimpse into 
the hidden apartment through the window on the 
back wall of the workspace. 

Beyond the second sliding door is a spacious 
and light-filled living space that is hard to find in 
Hong Kong. The more intimate spaces—such 

as the bedroom and the master bathroom—are 
located farthest away from the main entrance. 
Due to the lack of windows in the private half 
of the loft, the designers incorporated steel 
and glass sliding doors to bring sunlight into 
the bedroom and the master bath. The doors, 
when completely open, allow for the private 
and public spaces to come together seamlessly 
as one. 

Since the clients are animal lovers who have 
rescued or adopted all their animals, giving the 
pets sufficient space to roam was high on the list 
of required items. The open plan and free flow of 
space allow the animals to run freely from one 
area of the apartment to another. 

A palette of concrete, wood and steel 
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
Residence HM

Location 
Hong Kong

Completion Date 
August 2017

Gross Floor Area 
2,600 square feet

Interior Design Firm 
Lim + Lu

Designers 
Elaine Lu; Vincent Lim

Interior Fit-Out Contractor 
Clients’ own 

Images
Nirut Benjabanpot

Workshop area
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Guest bathroom
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SHANGHAI SALON 
FLAGSHIP STORE
Established 30 years ago in Hong Kong, Hair 
Consultant hair salon currently has more than 20 
branches in  Shanghai. To cater to the growing 
and ever-changing retail market in the Chinese 
mainland, the salon was in urgent need of a 
rebranding.

AaaM Architects was appointed as the chief designer 
for the revamping project. The first revamped store 
is located on Xiangyang South Road next to iAPM, 
a luxury shopping mall in Central Shanghai. The 
main challenge laid in creating a fresh look for the 
group’s flagship store, while minimising the time 
and scope of the renovations.

With a duplex retail space of approximately 200 

square metres, the design approach focused on 
inserting a mega ceiling installation that floats from 
the ground floor entrance to the space on the 
upper floor. Taking inspiration from the hair form, the 
installation is an artistic expression that uses some 
1,000 metres of copper-coloured nylon rods fixed 
end to end by a free-form and undulating steel plate. 
LED light tubes are spread across two different ends 
of the main space, defining the reception and hair-
dressing area. 

Other renovation works include redefining the 
reception desk, guest waiting area and hair-washing 
area—all these elements follow the curve logic from 
the parametric design of the ceiling above, adhering 
to a uniform design approach. 

Hairdressing area
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name
Shanghai Salon Flagship Store

Location 
Shanghai, China

Completion Date
September 2017

Gross Floor Area 
200 square metres

Client
Hair Consultant (HK)

Interior Design Firm
AaaM Architects

Design Team 
Shuyan Chan; Bob Pang; Kevin Siu; Chan Pak Chuen;  
Francis Man; Fan Tse

Images
Hair Consultant (HK); AaaM Architects

Hair-inspired copper-coloured nylon rods stretch across the ceiling

Reception
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Due to recent growth in the FinTech sector, 
u51.com has experienced healthy, continuous 
expansion. In order to elevate the success of 
each employee and attract new talent, u51.com 
decided to expand its corporate headquarters in 
Building 4 of Hangzhou Xixi. According to the firm’s 
founder, Steven Sun, “Transparency is the ultimate 
channel to win trust”. Inspired by this concept, 
‘transparency’ has become the business’s core 
value and therefore permeates the new workplace. 
The overall design addresses open, translucent 
space, creating a welcoming and modern feel to 
represent a new era of the FinTech industry that is 
exciting, vivid and full of challenges.

DESIGN CONCEPTS
Surrounded by the beautiful landscape of the 
Xixi National Wetland Park, the transparent 
design is set to capitalise on views, natural light 
and greenery, which is an ideal setting for the 

U51.COM HQ

The reception feature wall mimics the format of a barcode, with multiple, vertical black strips

training centre. The space not only encourages 
staff to elevate their work performance, but 
also enables them to enjoy their personal time, 
incorporating true work-life integration. Capturing 
the true spirit and culture of the business as a 
technology-driven, innovative company, the 
interior design embraces and accentuates the 
following concepts: 

Smart transparency
Embracing transparency whilst retaining structure 
and logic in space planning was one of the key 
design focuses. At the centre of the building, 
the glass stairs create an open, atrium-like area 
and nearby conference rooms utilise glass and 
adaptable partitions to provide clear views.

A forward-thinking business
As a pioneering Chinese FinTech company, the 
design embraces some strong creative elements, 

such as a large waterfall background for the 
building’s central elevator.

Meanwhile, the reception area provides a futuristic 
look and feel with a ceiling that mimics the ‘cloud’ 
in neon blue, a metaphor for the cloud-based 
technology that the company uses. A large feature 
wall behind the reception desk displays two 
characters ‘NB’, in reference to the Chinese slang, 
‘awesomely great’.
 
The feature wall also mimics the format of a 
barcode, with multiple, vertical black strips, 
inspired by those found on the back of a credit 
card. The light projected onto it is also adjustable, 
providing optimum photo lighting for guests. 

Rooted in technology
The design of the core training space focuses on 
technology as a key element. This adaptable area 
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Large glass walls seamlessly connect different working areas 
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connects two rooms into one, with an adjustable, 
combined wall that can be fully opened or closed at 
any time. Remaining transparent and flexible through 
the use of clear glass and partitions, it features a 
protective screen and innovative video functionality.

Employees first
The coffee bar has a capacity of up to 60 people 
and provides a multipurpose space that can be 
adapted into a training facility. This area enhances 
space and fluidity to encourage collaboration and 
the conception of new ideas.

u51.com’s new headquarters provides an advanced 
training environment that is modern, transparent and 
integrated with the latest technology. Cultivating talent, 

the space embraces the simultaneous development of 
both employees and the business.

OVERCOMING CONSTRAINTS
The internal vertical circulation was a challenge as 
the building only had two elevators. The designers 
had to design an all-glass staircase, which 
not only resolved the circulation issue but also 
became the highlight of the office. The structural 
loading was the main challenge, and the team was 
able to work closely with in-house architects to 
resolve the issue.

The client gave the designers freedom to explore 
and challenge their design thought process while 
they pushed their boundaries. 

A space that embraces the development of both employees and the business
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PROJECT DATA
Project Name 
u51.com HQ 

Location 
Hangzhou, China

Completion Date 
30 October 2017

Site Area 
3,150 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
4,500 square metres

Building Height 
5 storeys; 22 metres

Client 
Hangzhou Enniu Network Technology Co.,Ltd.

Interior Design Firm 
M Moser Associates

Principal Designer 
Asdang Mongkol

Main Contractor 
M Moser Associates

Interior Fit-Out Contractor 
HuiYu Construction Company

Images 
Vitus Lau @ M Moser Associates

Open breakout areas with a variety of settings for an agile working style

The rooftop garden extends views to the surrounding landscape

The elevator incorporates a signature waterfall backdrop, depicting transparency, fluidity and movement
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UPCOMING PROJECTS

COGNITIO COLLEGE QUEEN’S HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE

SKYCITY PHASE 1

PROJECT WATCHLIST

Image courtesy of Hong Kong International AirportImage courtesy of Cognitio College (Kowloon)

Image courtesy of The Legislative Council of HKSAR

Source: BCI Asia Research

PROJECT TITLE PROJECT TYPE LOCATION CONSTRUCTION START PROJECT VALUE  
(HKD ‘MILLION)

APARTMENTS (16 and 18 storeys);
CLUBHOUSE (2 storeys)

Residential Tai Po District, New Territories   Q2 2018 3,800

COGNITIO COLLEGE
(KOWLOON) 

Education Kowloon City District, Kowloon Q2 2018 381

DATA CENTRE (16 storeys) Office/Exhibition Kwai Tsing District, New Territories   June 2018 1,200

OFFICE (15 storeys) Office/Exhibition Yuen Long District, New Territories   Q3 2018 1,200

QUEEN’S HILL 
SUBSIDISED SALE FLATS 

(Site 1, Phase 3, Portion of 6)
Residential North District, New Territories   July 2018 3,780

QUEEN’S HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE
SITE 1 PHASE 4

Community/Legal/Health/Recreation North District, New Territories   Q2 2018 536

ROADS EXTENSION (1330 metres); 
BRIDGE (95 metres); SEWERS

Civil (Infrastructure, Township,  
Utilities, Transport)

Yuen Long District, New Territories July 2018 697

ROAD WIDENING & RETROFITTING
NOISE BARRIERS ON TAI PO ROAD

Civil (Infrastructure, Township, 
Utilities, Transport)

Sha Tin District, New Territories Q3 2018 3,590

SKYCITY PHASE 1 - REGAL HOTEL Retail/Hotel Islands District, New Territories Q3 2018 3,590
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Charlesworth
Register Now!

www.advanced-equipment.com

FREE GIFT!FREE GIFT!

Traditional 
105mm frames
Traditional 
105mm frames

NEW 85mm framesNEW 85mm frames

SLIMMEST FramesSLIMMEST FramesSLIMMEST Frames

Advanced Equipment
is proud to offer our STC48 new innovative
Stylish Operable Glass Partition!

Advanced Equipment
is proud to offer our STC48 new innovative
Stylish Operable Glass Partition!

UNITED POWER

Hong Kong & Macau Exclusive Project Agent

United Power Engineering & Construction Limited
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VANKE TIANFU  
CLOUD CITY

The heights of the eight towers are varied to create a dramatic skyline

Bird’s eye view of the mixed-use development

IN DESIGN
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Vanke Tianfu Cloud City, by Aedas

VANKE TIANFU  
CLOUD CITY

Vanke Tianfu Cloud City, designed by 
Aedas, is a prime mixed-use development in 
Chengdu, China, comprising office, exhibition, 
hotel, residential, retail and market facilities. 
Situated within the Tianfu new development 
zone, which is designated for hi-tech and 
sci-tech industries and in close proximity to 
Xinglong Lake, the project design is inspired 
by the mountains in the region.  

The development occupies four land plots, 

which are connected by a central green axis. 
Grade-A office, eco-office and SOHO towers, 
exhibition venues and hotels are planned 
on the three plots towards the north; while 
other towers, clubhouse and marketplace are 
concentrated on the southernmost plot that 
is close to nearby residential districts and 
schools. 

SETTING
Tianfu New Developmental Zone is set to 
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Vanke Tianfu Cloud City, by Aedas

be a district that promotes new sciences, 
technologies and industries. The upcoming 
development, which is set to become an 
important hi-tech and commercial hub in 
western China, will enjoy connections to future 
subway lines and stations. Multiple underground 
parking entrances also enhance accessibility.

OVERCOMING CONSTRAINTS
To meet the restriction on overall and high-rise 

density, greenery is incorporated throughout the 
project, with terraced façades and expansive 
green-filled balconies facing panoramic views 
of Xinglong Lake to serve as social spaces. The 
luxurious 54,000-square-metre central green 
axis ingeniously connects different programmes 
and buildings in a park-like setting while 
enhancing pedestrian experience. Sustainability 
features such as green roofs and sky gardens are 
adopted to reduce heat gain and cooling load. 

Panoramic views of Xinglong Lake

IN DESIGN
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Vanke Tianfu Cloud City, by Aedas

Vanke Tianfu Cloud City, by Aedas

PROJECTS DATA
Project Name 
Vanke Tianfu Cloud City

Location 
Chengdu, China

Status of Construction 
Design Stage

Expected Completion 
2019

Site Area 
79,567 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
375,200 square metres

Building Height 
180 metres

Client/Developer 
Vanke

Architecture Firm  
Aedas

Principal Architect and Designer 
Kevin Wang

Images 
Aedas

A 54,000-square-metre central green axis connects the development in a park-like setting

Site plan
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STUDENT FEATURESTUDENT FEATURE

FREE CENTRAL
A walkable and continuous leisure area at the waterfront

By studying the urbanscape of Central, it is 
clear to see that a large portion of land has 
been used for transport infrastructure, such 
as the highway and bus terminal. This urban 
planning practice of prioritising ground-based 
transport system has long been criticised as a 
waste of valuable land resources in Hong Kong. 
As a result of this transport-oriented planning 
strategy, the ground is highly separated and 
walkability around the city is hindered. The 
government and property developers have 
introduced elevated walkways to improve 
circulation between these ‘islands’ of buildings. 
However, pedestrians are bounded by these 
fixed routes, and accessibility around the 
neighbourhood, especially to the harbourfront, 
is limited. 

In this student project, the aim is to uphold 
the rights of pedestrians to be able to wander 
comfortably around the city and to rethink how 
transport infrastructure should be transformed 
for the future.

With the progress of technology, flying devices 
such as drones are also becoming increasingly 
popular, especially in terms of goods delivery. 
This technology may soon influence the 
transportation network to move away from being 
ground-based in the future, even gradually 
replacing the roles of cars and buses. In light of 
this trend, the architecture students rethought 
the current planning and programme of the 
transport infrastructure network in Central. 
There should be a structural and programmatic 

adaption to welcome the new technology, 
thus enhancing the quality of life for different 
stakeholders in the city. As ground vehicular 
transport gradually decreases, the space shall 
be released back to the pedestrians.

Pedestrians are then given more freedom 
to walk around, especially to the waterfront. 
This transformation will synchronise with 
the enhancement plan to build a walkable 
and continuous leisure area for people on 
the waterfront along Wanchai to Sheung 
Wan, towards Victoria Harbour. Along the 
walkway, various leisure programmes will be 
implemented to make it a functional public 
supporting facility for all occupants in the 
district. 
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PROJECT DATA
Student Names 
Fung Tsz Yan, Erika; Lee Sum Yu, Gigi; Li Wing Ho, 
Captain; Ng Siu Fung, Fonia

School 
The University of Hong Kong

Programme 
Masters of Architecture I – “Urban Mobility  
and Smart Infrastructure”

Instructor 
Sunnie S.Y. Lau

Project Name 
Free Central

Location 
Central, Hong Kong

Site Area 
148,100 square metres

Gross Floor Area 
149,000 square metres

Images 
Fung Tsz Yan, Erika; Lee Sum Yu, Gigi; Li Wing Ho, 
Captain; Ng Siu Fung, Fonia

Drones can help reduce the ground-based vehicular movements

Reclaiming transport infrastructure, such as ferry terminals, for pedestrians
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STUDENT FEATURESTUDENT FEATURE

THE FUNCTIONING HUB:  
A PRODUCTIVE  
INFRASTRUCTURE  
FOR THE PUBLIC

The main entrance of the food library
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THE FUNCTIONING HUB:  
A PRODUCTIVE  
INFRASTRUCTURE  
FOR THE PUBLIC

Site plan

THE URBAN CONTEXT
This student project questions the publicness 
of infrastructure in Mainland China, revealing 
the functionality of water in people’s daily lives, 
while easing the shortage of farmland in new 
urban areas such as the Qianhai District in 
Shenzhen.

By the year 2050, nearly 70 per cent of the 
earth’s population will reside in urban centres, 
and an estimated 109 hectares of new land 
will be needed to grow enough food to feed 
everyone on the planet. In today’s world, 
however, more than 80 per cent of the land that 
is suitable for producing food is in use for other 
purposes. Maximising the supply of agricultural 
land within the existing built environment has 
therefore become a sustainable urban solution 
to our future. 

INFRASTRUCTURAL VISION
As an artificial, experimental zone with 
much concern for water, Qianhai District 
provides a great potential for making use of 
its infrastructure—a pumping station—not 

only as a civic box-like building or a mere 
leisure public space, but as a hub that really 
appreciates the region’s water sources and 
addresses the land issues mentioned above. 

The vision of this project is to develop a new 
typology for infrastructure to combine with 
productive activities and community participation.

PRODUCTIVE PUMPING STATION
Originally designed by the engineers at the 
Shenzhen Water Planning and Design Institute, 
the pumping station is located at the upper 
part of the water corridor in Qianhai District. 
Three water sources pass through the pumping 
station before they are pumped to the sewage 
treatment facility nearby or directly to the water 
corridor, depending on the volume of water. 

Rather than having the water on-site merely as 
a scenic lake, the proposed project employs 
landscape design to filter water at different 
stages, producing clean water for the farming 
fields and hydroponics-growing towers in the 
building. 

MULTIFUNCTIONAL HUB
The pumping station building is ‘functioning’ 
in three aspects—Hydraulic Engineering as a 
pumping station; Food Production as farming 
fields and hydroponics growing towers; and 
Public Participation as a community centre. 
The aim is to transform the role of the 
infrastructure from a mega-scale engineering 
facility to a human-scale communal facilitator 
for citizens to use and enjoy. Besides its 
designated engineering parts, the newly 
designed pumping station also represents 
the life cycle of food production—growing, 
harvesting, drying, storing, selling and 
cooking—all taking place within the same 
building.

As a community centre as well as a functioning 
hub of hydraulic engineering and farming for 
the district, the pumping station building and 
the upper part of the water corridor serves as 
a demonstration site for the public, while the 
lower part of the water corridor works as a real 
production ground for the entire experimental 
district. 
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STUDENT FEATURESTUDENT FEATURE

Pavilion Type A & B

SEASONAL AND SUSTAINABLE
Seasonal change also plays an important role 
in this project. In the dry season, only a limited 
amount of water is kept inside the water tank. 
One can therefore visit the hydraulic museum by 
going down the central ramp of the building to 
experience the void created by the engineering 
structure. In the wet season, excessive flow of 
water would be kept inside the tank and released 
through an outlet to the water corridor. One can 

then visit the public platform to view the impact 
of hydraulic engineering. 

Nevertheless, in all seasons, the public can 
enjoy a great variety of food being produced 
in the pumping station, through its food library, 
drying area, classroom kitchen, community 
canteen and food market. Any leftover food is 
then composted and reused for farming, while 
hydroponics runoff is transferred back to the 

water tank of the pumping station. Therefore, 
this proposed project can be considered as a 
sustainable showcase of a complete system of 
water engineering and food production. 

ACCOLADE
The project received the Gold Award at the 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA) Cross-
Strait Architectural Design Symposium and 
Awards 2017. 

124



PROJECT DATA
Student Name
Leong On U, Derrick

School
School of Architecture,  
the Chinese University of Hong Kong

Instructor
Prof Doreen Liu

Project Name
The Functioning Hub:  
A Productive Infrastructure for the Public

Location 
Qianhai District, Shenzhen, China

Images
Leong On U, Derrick

The main entrance, axis of Qianhai Water Corridor

The longitudinal sectional perspective during the dry season (November to April)
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BASELINE LIGHTING DESIGN STUDIO

As a growing multinational firm, Baseline Lighting 
Design Studio built its core expertise and 
knowledge over years of significant presence 
in the lighting industry, serving customers 
worldwide.

As a recognised lighting design studio, the 
company takes pride in creating atmospheres 
for spaces and premises, enhancing brand 
image and generating equity to properties with 
accessible cutting-edge lighting technology.

The firm’s vision is to partner property developers, 
hospitality and public estate owners, as well as 
luxury retail brands, by offering intelligent and 
artful solutions from design to implementation.

Baseline is passionate about the impact of 
light on the well-being of people. It strives to 
integrate technological innovation to implement 

SKYE in Park Lane Pullman Hotel, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

X2 Resort Hotel, Hoian, Vietnam

360 Bar Jumerrah Beach Hotel, Dubai
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harmonious, efficient and economical lighting 
solutions that contribute to environment 
preservation.

The company is an expert partner for lighting 
design concepts for interiors (architectural, 
museum and decorative lighting), exteriors 
(façade and landscape), as well as retail spaces 
(shopping malls and shops).

The firm is determined to implement effective 
and qualitative solutions that emphasise the 
brands’ DNA with a collaborative approach. 
They work together with clients as a team, 
keeping in line with their budget, maintenance 
and environmental constraints.

SERVICES
Lighting design and consultancy
As an architectural lighting design consultancy, 

Baseline provides credibility with its design and 
engineering skills, as well as comprehensive 
experience of award-winning creativity and 
innovation.

Lighting simulation and animation
The company provides simulation images that 
function as common media for clients, architects, 
consultants and designers.

Luminaire design
The team has the professional skills, experiences 
and partnerships to develop architectural and 
decorative fittings.

Brought to you by  
Baseline Lighting Design Studio

COMPANY PROFILE
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Specialists in 
Constructive Solutions
Fosroc is a world leader in the delivery of tailored Constructive 
Solutions for virtually any type of construction project, 
combining high quality products, expert technical support, 
customer service and innovation. 

At the cutting edge of chemical technology, Fosroc specialise 
in waterproofing, flooring, sealants, concrete repair, grouts 
and anchors, concrete admixtures and protective coatings.  
With a comprehensive range of products, Fosroc offers a 
high quality solution for virtually any job, whatever the scale.

Contact Us:
Fosroc Hong Kong Ltd
2001-2 Pacific Plaza
410 Des Voeux Road West  
Hong Kong

T:  +852 2882 8662
E:  hongkong@fosroc.com
W: www.fosroc.com constructive solutions

Concrete Admixture    Industrial Flooring     Waterproofing     Tile Adhesive
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Retail price: S$38.

An All-New Edition 
of the Yearbook 
Architecture@18 
Is Out Now!
Architecture@18 features projects situated across the Asia-Pacific region—China 
and Hong Kong; Indonesia; Laos; Malaysia; Myanmar; Philippines; Singapore; Taiwan; 
Thailand; and Vietnam. Scheduled to start construction in 2018, they will help define the 
modern city of Asia in the near future.
 
These profiles come with project descriptions and information, as well as images. They 
are selected every year from over 100,000 future projects reported by BCI Asia and 
BCI Australia researchers. In compiling information on these projects, BCI researchers 
interview half a million architects, 
developers, engineers and contractors.
 
In addition to projects, a dedicated 
section called technologies@18 
also highlights building technologies 
that enable architecture to evolve 
rapidly, providing a reference guide of 
innovative and intelligent solutions for 
architects, engineers and developers. 
Each review is presented in an 
easy-to-read format describing the 
products and/or services of a leading 
manufacturer in each field.

Download a free e-copy of 
technologies@18 at 
www.bciasia.com/magazine.
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